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The Russian-Ukrainian war and its

US-Russian  relations
February-April

Professor Dr. Farkad Abbas Kasem
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University of Basrah/ Education
College for Humanities — Department
of History

Asst Professor. Muntaha Sabri

Maula

University of Basrah / College of
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This research deals in detail with
the impact of the outbreak of the
Russian-Ukrainian war on American-
Russian relations during the period
February 24 - April 7, 2022. The
researchers chose this short period of
research, as it was full of important
events. It differed from the subsequent
period of the war, as the United States
and the countries allied with it were
cautious in taking escalatory steps that
might provoke Russia and expand the
scope of the war. Therefore, this era
represented a major turning point in
the war. After the United States sensed
that Russia would not take retaliatory

action if gradual steps were taken
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against it, Especially the use of
economic and diplomatic measures,
then the matter developed to send
military aid, and the search stopped in
April, being the month that witnessed
the occurrence of what was known as
the “massacre of the Ukrainian city of

Busha,” the

administration exploited it to escalate

and how American
its measures against Russia, after it was
proven to some countries that the
latter ((violates)) international laws
and norms
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influence the reception, and that
there are close links between the

The which is

determined by the social subject and

symbols. verbal,
who gave color and movement its
leadership. This axiom, which is
recognized in ordinary life, appears
in the performance of the plastic
artist with systematic, intentional
manifestations in the intervention of
communicative  thought in its
intellectual and aesthetic content.
Although it is not empty, it is
presented as another alternative that

defect the

communicative artistic message with

results in a in
The recipient, from this standpoint,
the researchers relied on the topic of
his research titled (The Structure of
Intellectual Communication in the
Arts of Ancient Iraq), The study
by the

addressing the research problem and

came about researcher
reviewing it as it is related to the
structure of communicative thought,

which the

performance of the ancient Iragi

occurs through
person in general and the artist in
particular. It does not differ from his

social pattern and the logic of the life
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Ministry of Higher Education and
Scientific Research - University of
Babylon

College of Fine Arts/Department of
Fine Arts
Foundations of communicative
thought in the arts of ancient Iraq

It has been researched in advance

Adnan Hamid Alwan (PhD
student)
Prof. Dr. Atyaf Ali Najem

Research Summary:

Communicative thought has been
employed in many human fields, and
it was an artistic formation among
the most prominent of them, as it is
not possible to imagine a formative
communicative act that is not
exclusive in its per formative process
to a degree of emotional charge,
carried in

which was creating

intentional motives and in order to
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that  distinguish myth as a

communicative discourse.
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he lived, and therefore he relies in
the methods of communicating it on
its dramatic dimensions, which may
cause a defect in His communication
with the community at that time,
and the researcher concluded his
research with a set of indicators that
benefit the analysis, leading to the
analysis of the research sample,
which consisted of five models To
reach the results, the most important
of which are:

1- The basis of communication in
ancient Iraqi art works on the axis of
simulation, and this is represented
and  indirect

direct

through
the

broadcasts in conveying a special

communication that artist
message.

2- Religion is considered one of the
important matters that plays a

the

communicative thought of ancient

decisive role in  shaping
Iraqi people.

3- Myth formed an important part in
establishing thought through its
interaction with society regarding
people’s ideas. These epics must be

integrated into artistic achievements
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Summary:

The countries of the Islamic Maghreb
were not isolated from climate and
natural fluctuations. Throughout their
long history, they were exposed to
many natural disasters, which were
classified in history and geography
books, namely famines, epidemics,
earthquakes,  hurricanes, torrents,
floods, and locust plagues. These
disasters affected
development and economic life. In the
first place, it also had serious
psychological effects on the people of

the region, and what the world is

demographic

witnessing today in terms of the
increasing severity of these climate
fluctuations and their impact on
exacerbating the risk of natural
disasters that have claimed many
human lives, leaving huge impacts on
the economy and demographics, and
out of a desire to direct scientific
research to serve society. History is full
of lessons learned, as it is a connected
series of the experiences of previous
nations and what the region is
witnessing today. It went through it in

previous Islamic eras, even if the

77

sl Gl Yy 3 dadall &)\
o o) Jog )T Lol paell 3
(Taydl Sbliadlly Jyed))
g éﬁ .é C)‘:‘" D
BT
o dasls: dg5lly SISV LK
o s Ol Al B S asle
b e o B ¢ daghlly S olls
o 3y ¢ a1 o sl ol
e, kel G bty Laladly 2 W S
Bloe Dbladly Jsedly pole¥ly LY
Skl e NS sda O w6y ¢ sl
S ¢ o Lol olas¥ sy Bl
Loy « dilail) gnds Jo dgmr S ST\ o6
el s sus w3l e rjt“ é\aj\ pAgi
S ekl NS s Bl gl A5 W
D &z dad A0 e Sl Coas
lopmy ¢ G ASH, slaty) e dgmr
2 o ) A Gl Sl as o
oo e e s sl g dl L
8 e ool dilail) g Loy Bl £V uju
Syl Sl Dl L) jpadl 3
P 8Tl ey Bty Dl Sy ¢ aled
S do Dlladly Jodl bz e Cosall
Joll 3585 ¢ fé‘ de )il (ol oAl
lpl e Sl
Call o b o Jendl detall G\
= el 2 LW C i dall ST Sl
. bl



2024 b GBI 558729 sadl  Lelaa¥y 2t Ll 4l A
ISSN:2707-8191(online) ISSN: 2707-8183(prent)

Sgle oz bl lzib e (;‘J\ oyl

e adly oY)
3 Jsrdly Slladll #1435 5 Lo gl L
Lot Jo Oy Sl )
Spedl sda Jo PN e Sl 366 0y

pdes Lalad) (L" S Jodedll Loy,
RV J\J—,a\ S \)w,....wo W\ M.L@j
) ally Bl ) ST

Pl ¢ goall o Lod oljul) Cabg,
il 2l ) Jpo gl ¢ M e gl
el 2l e ey oo N oY L
- Jad
By Gl ) S Ol o3l om Loy
w@ﬁﬂ‘ywbuLW\ww
Lo o Joslad) Jlo Zo oY) Sl
Jasdl ) gy 2831 W Jpodly B,
Jetly sl o bl Ly Ll il
R RCAN] RS :\:T L QK@ ¢ 2l Slellall
e ol il iy Ve (3 ety dlons
By ¢ Jasilly Olad e Olgid dilall Cos
S J\L;Y\ o ojsfu\.f Jay el s
I AW lrs o Sbladly, Jed) 3
T I U AN s
Jpedl gl a a3,
Ol Ol e ol ) Slblagl,
olly okl gl o s LT o8 Gl

78

circumstances differed, but the result is
the same. Hence the motivation to talk
about the dangers of torrents and floods
on the countries of the Islamic
Maghreb, their effects on society, and
the efforts of countries. To reduce its
damage.
Keywords: floods - rain - the Islamic
Maghreb - natural disasters - rivers -
dams - barrages.
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Evaluation of the book of language
exercises for the fourth grade of

Elementary school from the point of
view of teachers

The current research aims to evaluate
the book of the language exercises for
the elementary fourth grade students
and its compatibility with the
specifications of the valued textbook.
To achieve the goal of the research, the
researcher surveyed the views of the
teachers of the book through
Questionnaire for the specifications and
standards of the textbook and the
extent of availability in the book
concerned and after confirming the
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Exercises, The importance of language
exercises.
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validity and stability of the research

tool, the most important results- :
1.
2.

Textbook material is appropriate
Materials of the book achieve
specific educational goals

The language of the book
mentioned is sound, clear and
appropriate

The presentation of the book is
appropriate and stimulates
additional readings

The specifications of the book
output and the elements of the
book are appropriate and good
The book includes appropriate
grammatical activities

The book does not include
illustrations and pictures.

The researcher recommended the
importance of delivering a teacher’s
guidebook to teachers who teach the
same material, and conducting training
courses for teachers, and suggested that
other researchers conduct an evaluation
study for the rest of the classes in the
Arabic language subjects and its various
branches.

key words: Evaluation, Evaluation
Elements ,school book, Language
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Keywords
Periodization, Islamic

historiography, Greeks, Romans,
Byzantines, Greek thought, long-
lasting period, Christianity.

The field of the research

Based on some Islamic sources
written in the Middle Ages, this
historical research attempts to
understand how Islamic
historiography divided the ancient
history of the Greeks, Romans and
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Byzantines into different historical

periods.

Introduction®

Having Dbeen interested in
studying periodization, scholars

showed that it is more than a
simple identification of coherent
periods of history based on some
evident turning points in the past.
It depends on the issues examined
by historians, the processes
required for shaping human
societies, and the criteria that
enable scholars to recognize
continuity and change in the
phenomena.” Moreover, they have
long realized that periodization

schemes are based on the
experiences of Western
civilization ° which  usually

neglected the views of some other
societies such as the Islamic
medieval reconstruction of the

! The system of transliteration of Arabic
characters is  borrowed from  The
Encyclopaedia of Islam, New Edition, Brill-
Leiden, 1986.

2 Jerry H. Bentley, «Cross-Cultural
Interaction and Periodization in World
History», in The American Historical Review,
Vol. 101, N. 3, June 1996, p. 749.

® Numerous studies exist which deal with the
problems related to periodization. I refer the
reader to three main works: Dietrich Gerhard,
«Periodization in European History», in The
American Historical Review, Vol. 61, N. 4,
July 1956, pp. 900-913; and his book: Old
Europe: A Study of Continuity, 1000-1800,
New York, 1981; Jacques Le Goff, Faut-il
vraiment découper [’histoire en tranches ?
Seuil, coll. «La Librairie du XXI® siécle»,
Paris, 2014,
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past of foreign nations. And if
Islamic medieval sources provide a
lot of material to study
periodization and dynamics of the
historical process, this material has
been mainly investigated to
understand Islamic history,” but it
remains still unevaluated to study
periodization of the history of
nations previous or contemporary
to the Islamic era.

Therefore, this present paper
aims to fill a part of this gap. It
attempts to draw attention to the
main outlines of the periodization
of Greek, Roman, and Byzantine
history according to medieval
Muslim authors who, although
they were not direct eyewitnesses
of the ancient events, they
presented the long past of non-
Arab peoples as a succession of
dynastic reigns resulting from
conflicts over power or external
conquests. > So in the field of

* For the periodization of Islamic history, | refer
the reader to the work of Tarif Khalidi,
«Reflections on Periodisation in Arabic
Historiography», in The Medieval History
Journal, 1, 1, 1998, pp. 107-124. Discussions
of recent studies related to this topic are
cited in: Konrad Hirschler / Sarah Bowen
Savant, «Introduction - What is in Period ?
Arabic Historiography and Periodization», in
Der Islam, 91 (1), 2014, pp. 6-19. See Also:
Antoine Borrut, «Vanishing Syria:
Periodization and Power In Early Islam», in
Der Islam, 91 (1), 2014, pp. 37-68.

> During the Middle Ages, there were some
Christian chroniclers who wrote their works
in the Arabic language, but they are excepted



2024 b GBI 558729 sadl  Lelaa¥y 2t Ll 4l A
ISSN:2707-8191(online) ISSN: 2707-8183(prent)

Islamic chronicle writing, the
primacy of political history and its
concomitant dynastic
periodization was particularly
strong. But while focusing on this
matter, Muslim chroniclers
extended their reflection on the
past, and so they did not exclude
another essay on periodization
based mainly on intellectual and
religious changes that
significantly shaped history.

My present research confines
itself mainly to the period between
the 3rd century of the Islamic
era/9th Christian century when the
earliest Islamic work that contains
some passages nhecessary to
examine this subject was written,
and the end of the Middle Ages,
when ‘Abd al-Rahman B. Khaldin
(732-802/1332-1406) wrote the
most  important  compilation
historical book in the 8th/14th
century. As will be seen, however,
it is necessary to focus the
investigation on the works written
from the 3rd/9th century until the
5th/11th century for two reasons:
firstly, some early Muslim
authors, and due to their open-
mindedness, attempted to present
their universal vision of history,
and as a result, they offered a

from this paper that focuses only on Muslim
authors to understand the Islamic view
towards periodization of the history of Greek,
Roman and Byzantine nations.
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particularly illuminating example
for studying this issue. Secondly,
in the late Middle Ages, Muslim
authors usually repeated accounts
from these earlier sources. And
even if they collected information
from other ancient sources, and
added some interesting details,
they did not, in any case, elaborate
a different view on periodization
related to the history of these early
nations.’

To study the periodization of
Greek, Roman, and Byzantine
history according to Islamic
sources during the Middle Ages, |
attempt to answer the following
questions:

Which sources did Muslim
authors use to get their accounts
about the ancient history of Greek,
Roman, and Byzantine nations?

How did Muslim chroniclers
divide the history of Ancient

! Ibn al-Athir (“Izz al-Din Aba al-Hasan °Ali
B. Abt al-Karam al-Shaybani), al-Kamil fi al-
tarikh, ed. Aba al-Fida’ ‘Abd Allah al-Kadf,
Dar al-Kutub al-“llmiyya, Beyrouth, 1987, T.
I, pp. 247-260. For example, Ibn Khaldin
used the work of Paulus Orosius to write the
ancient history of the Greek and Roman
nations. See: Paulus Orosius, History of the
World, the ancient arab traduction ed. by ‘Abd
al-Rahman  Badawi, al-Mu’assasa  al-
‘Arabiyya li-al-Dirasat wa  al-Nasghir,
Beyrouth, 1990, pp. 391-402, 416-460, 469-
497; lbn Khaldin (“Abd al-Rahman B.
Muhammad B. Muhammad), Tarikh, eds.
Khalil Shahada and Suheil Zakkar, Dar al-
Fikr, Beyrouth, 2000, T. I, pp. 218-234.



2024 b GBI 558729 sadl  Lelaa¥y 2t Ll 4l A
ISSN:2707-8191(online) ISSN: 2707-8183(prent)

Greece, the Roman Empire, and
Byzantium into different periods?

Why did they privilege the
intellectual and religion
dimensions to shape some
historical periods?

To what extent did the history
of the Byzantines possess its own
periodization in Islamic sources?

To answer these questions, |
divide this research into three
parts. | will begin the analysis by
presenting a modest idea about the
primary sources on which Muslim
chroniclers are  based to
reconstruct the chronology of
Greek, Roman, and Byzantine
history. | shall also shed light on
some concepts used by our
sources to  reconstruct the
periodization and to identify the
peoples studied in this paper.

In part two, | will study the
periodization of Greek history
based on political and military
dimension. Furthermore, | will, in
particular,  demonstrate  how
Muslim chroniclers attempted to
reconstruct a long-lasting period
in which Arabic thought is linked
to ancient Greek thought,
regardless of the succession of
different political periods.

Part three of this paper
explores the understanding of the
various periods of Roman and
Byzantine history. After sketching
the chronological limits of each

132

period, | will focus on Christianity
to understand its place in shaping
a period of the past. It is also
important to pay attention to the
Islamic view of Byzantium’s
contemporary history to elaborate
an idea about its place in Islamic
historiography from the rise of
Islam until the 5th/11th century.

It is worth noting that
although there is not a wide range
of Islamic sources dealing with
this subject, |1 do neither claim to
exhaust all possible materials nor

pretend to present definitive
answers.

I) The Periodization: The
Primary Sources and the
Concepts

For the study of the

periodization of Greek, Roman,

and Byzantine history, Islamic
narrative sources have
considerable material to offer,

sometimes not less than appears to
be found in Roman and Byzantine
sources themselves. It is generally
agreed that Wahb ibn Munabbih
(d. in 110/728 or 114/732) who
was recognized as a gQreat
authority in the field of biblical
traditions, was the first Muslim
chronicler to introduce the stories
of other nations as a prelude to
Islamic history. But there are only
some fragments of his work that
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have survived in later works.®
After Wahb ibn Munabbih, the
earliest works that have come
down to us dealing with the
reconstruction of the chronology
of world history go back to the
second half of the 3rd/9th century.
These works are also influenced
by books that tell the story of the
Israelites and ancient nations from
the creation of Adam to their
contemporary period.?

Among these chroniclers, Al-
Ya’kiibi (d. 292/905) can be
considered as an important
representative of the expansion of
the historical perspective. He
revealed some stories about the
history, culture, and beliefs of the
Greeks and Romans. Some of his
chronological  information s
drawn from The Canon of the
Kings written by the astronomer,
mathematician, and geographer
Claudius Ptolemaeus of
Alexandria (d. 170 A. D.)*

! Tarif Khalidi, Islamic Historiography: The
Histories of Mas®idi, State University of New
York Press, New York, 1975, p. 82.

2 Al-Yakabi (Ahmad B. Ishak B. Dja*far B.
Wahb B. Wadih al-Yakibi al-Baghdadi),
Tarikh, al-Maktaba al-Haydariyya, Nadjaf,
1964, T. |, pp. 124-137; Al-Tabari (Abu
Dja“far Muhammad B. Djarir B. Yazid),
Tarikh  al-'umam wa  al-mulik, ed.
Muhammad Abu Al-Fadl Ibrahim, Dar al-
Ma‘arif, Egypt, 1967, T. I, pp. 317-319; Tarif
Khalidi, Islamic Historiography, op. cit., p.
83.

% Al-Ya%kabi, 7arikh, T. |, pp. 124-137.
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But our detailed information
about the chronology of these
peoples that has come down to us
iIs in large part thanks to Al-
Mas‘adi (d. 346/957) whose
works shed some light in
particular on the Arab’s view on
the pre-Islamic past. Thus, to
better realize his understanding,
let us take a brief and closer look
at his authorities. He mentions that
he draws some geographical and
historical information about the
Greek and Roman nations from
two works of Ptolemaeus: The
Canon of the Kings and the book
known as the Almagest.* And he
draws some chronological
information concerning the Greek
kings from the work of Theon of
Alexandria (still alive in 377 A.
D.), a Greek scholar, astronomer,
and mathematician who wrote
commentaries on  Ptolemy’s
work.’

* Al-Masadi (Aba al-Hasan °Ali B. al-
Husayn B. °All), Muridj al-dhahab wa
ma‘adin al-djawhar, ed. Kamal Hasan Mar,
al-Maktaba al-‘asriyya, Beyrouth, 2005, T. |,
pp. 217-221. See also his book: Kitab al-
tanbih wa al-ishraf, Bibliotheca
Geographorum Arabicorum, ed. M. J. De
Goeje, Brill-Leiden, 1894, pp. 129-130.

> Al-Mas‘adi, Tanbih, pp. 111-112, 129; Sa‘id
al-Andalusi (Abii al-Kasim Sa‘id B. Ahmad
B. “Abd al-Rahman B. Muhammad B. Sa‘id),
Tabakat al-umam, ed. Louis Shikha, al-
Matba‘a al-Kathalikiyya, Beyrouth, 1912, p.
40; Alexander Kazhdan, Alice-Mary Talbot,
Anthony Cutler, Timothy E. Gregory and
Nancy P. Sevéenko, (edi), The Oxford
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In his Kitab al-tanbih wa al-
ishraf” (Book of Admonition and
Revision) he also mentions that
much of his information about
Roman and Greek kings comes
from diverse works of ancient
authors such as the saint
Athanasios archbishop of
Alexandria (d. 373 A. D).! He
adds that he is well acquinted with
his  contemporary  Christian
chroniclers such as the Maronite
Kaiss al-Marini, Agapius
(Mahbtb) B. Kustantin al-
Manbidji (10th century A. D.),
Sa‘id B. Al-Batrik (Eutychius of
Alexandria, d. 940 A. D.), and
Abli  Zakariya® Denkha the
Christian a Syrian  Orthodox
whose work written about Roman
and Greek kings and philosophers
could have been in
Syriac. Unfortunately, the
interesting work of Al-Mas‘udi
entitled Funiin al-ma‘arif wa ma
djara fi al-duhir al-sawalif (The
Book of the Types of Sciences and
the Events of Past Ages), in which
he wrote about the history of
Greek and Roman nations and

2

Dictionary of Byzantium, New York - Oxford,
Oxford University Press, 1991, Vol. IlI, pp.
2060-2061.

! Al-Mas®udi, Tanbih, pp. 154-155

2 Ibidem, pp. 154-155. See also: Mahbab B.
Kustantin al-Manbidji, Kitab al-"Unwan, ed.
and trans. in French language by Alexandre
A. Vasiliev, Paris, 1909; Sa“id B. Batrik,
Tarikh, T. I-11, London, MDCXLII.
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dealt with their philosophers, is
lost, and we only have some
dispersed accounts and chapters
dealing with these topics in his
surviving books.’

To write the chronology of
ancient nations, Hamza Al-
Isfahant (d. 360/970) derived his
information from various sources.
About Greek chronology, he used
information from a Greek work
which is reported to have been
translated by Habib b. Bahriz the
metropolitan of Mosul.* Dealing
with the chronology of Greek and
Roman nations, he used another
work entitled «al-Ulif fi buyit al-
‘ibadat» written by the astrologer
Abii  Ma‘shar al-Balkhi (d.
272/886). It was, judging by the
quotations from it in later authors,
a study on the temples built in the
world in each millenary.’

While dealing with the
chronology of «the kings of
Constantinople», = Hamza  Al-

Isfahani got his information from
two different sources. The first
authority was a Greek prisoner
who, after being captured in the

3 Al-Mas‘adi, Tanbih, pp. 115-116.

* Al-Isfahani (Hamza B. Al-Hasan), Tarikh
sint mulitk al-ard wa al-anbiya’, (no place, no
date), pp. 64-65. The metropolitan was a
contemporary of the Abbasid caliph al-
Ma’miin who reigned from 813 to 833 A. D.

> Ibidem, p. 63; Millas J. M., «Aba Ma‘shar
al-Balkhi», in The Encyclopaedia of Islam,
New Edition, Brill-Leiden, 1986, Vol. I, pp.
139-140.
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war against Byzantium, he
became a servant of the governor
of Isfahan Ahmad b. “Abd al-
‘Aziz b. Dulaf (still alive in
271/884). Then he wrote a book in
Greek language from which his
son, who was astronomer and a
soldier serving in the army of
Isfahan’s  governor, translated
some passages for our author.! His
second authority was the «kadi»
(magistrate) of Ahwaz Waki® b.
Muhammad b. Khalaf b. Hayyan
(d. 306/918) who he is reported to
have got his historical information
from a work of one «Roman king»
translated to Arabic language.
Unfortunately we have not any
more information about these two
lost sources.

Concerning the late Middle
Ages, we are content with refering
to the source from which Ibn
Khaldin benefited alot. As he
himself explained in his historical
compilation, he derived a detailed
information about the chronology
of Greek, Roman, and Byzantine
history from an Arabic translation
(dated in 4th/10th century) of the
work of the Christian author
Pauglus Orosius (5th century A.
D.)

! Al-Isfahant, Tarikh, pp. 55-56.

2 Ibidem, pp. 61-63.

% Paulus Orosius, History of the World ; pp.
391-402, 416-460, 469-497; lbn Khaldin,
Tarikh, T. 1, pp. 218-234; Fischel W. J.,
«Ibn Khaldiin’s use of historical sources», in
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It is interesting to note that
the Arabic tradition of translation
gave rise to numerous translation
of pagan Greek books on science
and philosophy, but historical
works were almost neglected.
Thus, it has not come down to us
only few works, and few dispersed
passages in some Arabic sources.
This historiographical problem
which would require a much
broader discussion than this article
allows, does not hide a reality that
the works of Muslim authors
offer a particularly illuminating
example for studying the
periodization of Greek, Roman,
and Byzantine history since they
do not enclose world history
within an Arabocentric
chronological framework.*

But it is also extremely
important to understand that some
early Muslim authors showed
exceptional rationality and
objectivity while investigating the
distant past as written in ancient
sources. Having attempted to lay
the foundations of a critical view
of early nations’ stories, Al-Biriin1
(d. after 442/1050) excelled in this
field by deducing that historians
have to encounter  serious
problems in the reconstruction of

Studia Islamica, Vol. X1V, 1961, pp. 112-
113.

* Al-Mas®adi, Muridj al-dhahab, T. I, pp.
216-254; Al-Isfahant, Tarikh, pp. 5, 52-65.
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the ancient past because of the
dominance of its mythical aspect
and the inauthenticity of its many
stories. Perhaps for these reasons,
he paid no attention to Greek and
Roman ancient history, and he
considered that formulating the
right periodization is sometimes a
difficult task."

After  determining  these
knowledgeable and
methodological difficulties, Al-
Mas‘tdi, and then Al-Biroini

explain that every nation needed
to formulate its own chronology
by referring to some important
events that lead to deep changes in
its history, such as the rise of a
prophet, the collapse of the State,
the beginning of a dynastic reign,
the occurrence of a natural
disaster (earthquake, and flood),
the epidemic disease, and the
happening of an important event.”
This analysis means that even
before being the task of historians,
the periodization remains for the
societies an ancient and continual
affirmation of the identity by

! Al-Biraint (Abu al-Rayhan Muhammad B.
Ahmad), Al-’Athar al-bakiya ‘an al-kirun al-
khaliya, ed. Parwizadh Ka’1, Tihran, 2001, p.
20. For the rationality and objectivity of Al-
Birtint in writing history, see also Fathi Triki,
L’esprit historien dans la civilisation arabe et
islamique, Maison tunisienne de 1’édition et
Faculté des sciences humaines et sociales de
Tunis, Tunis, 1991, pp. 296-315.

2 Al-Mas®udi, Tanbih, pp. 196-214; Al-Birani,
Al-"Athar, p. 19.
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remembering the past, pointing
out its turning points, and
preserving the common memory.*

Having deduced that
periodization is anchored in the
consciousness of the peoples, and
occupies a major place in the
reconstruction of the distant past;
chroniclers and  astronomers
discussed time and its division
into days, months, and periods in
order to elaborate a firm
chronology and to give a
possibility for writing a material
history of the ancient world. In
this sense, Al-Mas‘tdi’s work and
Al-Birini’s work offer serious
attempts at ordering time by
making various calendars, and at
competing periodization based on
astronomical calculations. * For
this aim, Al-Birtini revised many
systems of calculating the days
and months such as the Syriac
calendar used, in the Middle Ages,
by the Byzantines to correct
chronologies, to indicate both the
beginning and the end of each
year, and to mention
commemorative saint persons and
religious events.’

3 Al-Mas®udi, Tanbih, p. 196.

* Al-Mas‘adi, Muriidj al-dhahab, T. II, pp.
149-161; Al-Biriini, Al-’Athar, pp. 357-374,
389.

® Al-Birini, Al-’Athar, pp. 357-374, 389;
Tarif Khalidi, Arabic historical thought, op.
cit., p. 179; Riyad Hammuda Hassen, Al-
Birant wa dawruhu fi al-kitaba al-tarikhiyya,
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In  Arabic historiography,
periodization is neither an
anachronistic term nor an arbitrary
task. It requires some useful
concepts to identify the period,
such as the generic term «zaman»
(time). This word dose not only
mean the passing of the days,
months, and vyears, but also a
distinguished and an extended
period of time.’ «Tabaka», plu.
«tabakat», which means category,
IS a significant concept related to
the period. It was used by Muslim
chroniclers to speak about a group
of rulers classed according to
criteria determined by
chronological order and organized
into generations or dynasties who
had played political and military
roles in the history of their
nations. Moreover, it was not used
only in the sense of category or
class of society, but it also had, in
some cases, a temporal meaning
related to the division of time into
phases, each one lasting for
centuries.” «Muddat al-mulk» and

a Thesis submitted to the University of Jordan
for the degree of doctor of history, supervised
by °Abd al-‘’Aziz al-Duri, University of
Jordan, 2008, pp. 66-72.

! Al-Tabari, Tarikh, T. I, p. 10. For the terms
related to the time, see also Fathi Triki,
L esprit historien, 0p. Cit., pp. 136-138.

2 Al-Isfahani, Tarikh, p. 56; lbn al-Athir,
Tarikh, T. I, pp. 248-260. | do not agree with
Franz Rosenthal who said that the «zabaka» is
equivalent to a period of ten or twenty years.
Franz Rosenthal, A History of Muslim
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«Dawla», to which usually are
appended the names of kings or
dynasties, are other Arabic words
signifying the period of an
individual’s ruler or power. They
acquired the  meaning  of
«dynasty», and they are often
employed in the meaning of a
long-lasting period of
governorship.®

For many Arabic sources, the
term «Ram» 1S a generic word. It
involves the Romans who are
sometimes called the Latins, the
Greeks, and the Byzantines.” But
by focusing on information and
context related to this word, it will
be easy to identify its specific
meaning. In order to distinguish

Historiography, 2" revised ed., Brill-Leiden,
1968, pp. 93-95. For the meaning of
«tabaka», see also Tarif Khalidi, «Reflections
on Periodisation in Arabic Historiography»,
art. cit., p. 109.

3 Al-Mas‘adi, Muridj al-dhahab, T. I, p. 238;
Ibn al-Athir, Tarikh, T. I, p. 251; Ibn
Khaldin, Tarikh, T. Il, pp. 218, 220, 232;
Franz Rosenthal, A History of Muslim
Historiography, op. cit., pp. 87-92; Franz
Rosenthal, « Dawla », in The Encyclopaedia
of Islam, new ed., Brill-Leiden, Vol. Il, 1991,
pp. 177-178.

* Al-Mas®adi, Tanbih, p. 115; see also his
book, Murudj al-dhahab, T. I, pp. 216, 232,
239, 247 ; Ibn Khaldtn, Tarikh, T. Il, p. 218;
Ahmad M. H. Shboul, «Byzantium and the
Arabs: The Image of the Byzantines as
Mirrored in Arabic Literature», in Elizabeth
Jeffreys, Michael Jeffreys, and Ann Moffat
(eds.), Byzantine Papers: Proceedings of the
First Australian Byzantine Studies
Conference, Canberra, 17-19 May 1978,
Brill, Leiden-Boston, 2017, p. 44.
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between these nations, some
authors added that the «Rim»
speak the Latin language, but the
Greeks  speak the  Greek
language.' Some others sketched
their geographical space to make a
clear distinction between these
two nations. It is argued that the
Greeks lived in South-Eastern
Europe and Asia Minor, but the
Latins occupied Western Europe.”
And Al-Biriint used the expression
«Al-Rim  al-Yananiyiun»  (the
Roman Greeks) to refer to the
Byzantines.® All these «Rim» or
Roman peoples are generally
related by descent from a common
ancestor who was lIsaac, the son of
Abraham, * a lineage connecting
them and Arab people to the same
common ancestor, as well as
finding to these two nations the
same entrance in the course of
world history.

II) The Greek History:
Political  Periodization and
Cultural Periodization

Called by our sources «al-
Yananiyun», the Arabic form of

! $3%id al-Andalusi, Tabakat al-umam, pp. 33-
34,

2 Ibidem, pp. 20, 34; Ibn Khaldin, Tarikh, T.
I, pp. 220, 232.

® Al-Biriini, Al-"Athar, p. 408.

* Al-Tabari, Tarikh, T. I, p. 317; Al-Mas‘ad,
Tanbih, p. 175; Al-Biriini, Al-’Athar, p. 47.
But Ibn Khaldtn did not agree that «al-Riim»
were the descendants of Abraham. See: Ibn
Khaldan, Tarikh, T. I, pp. 47-48.
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«the lonians»,” the Greek people
were considered the earliest
Roman people. ® One of their
legendary ancestors was named
«Yunan» and was believed to be
the brother of «Kahtan», the
ancestor of the Arabs. This story
is of particular significance since

it attempts to establish a
relationship between these two
figures, and it suggests an

awareness of a cultural affinity
between their descendants, which
will be examined below.” During
the earliest period of their history,
many Greek kings, about whom
chroniclers were not well-
informed, had reigned down to
Phig!ip Il of Macedon (359-336 B.
C)

> Saber Mansouri, «Perses, Grecs et Romains
dans les écrits arabes du Moyen-Age:
histoires proches et histoires lointaines», in
Dialogues d’histoire ancienne, Vol. 24, n°2,
1998, p. 152.

® sa%id al-Andalusi, Tabakat al-umam, p. 20;
Al-Mas‘@idi (Abii al-Hasan “Al1 B. al-Husayn
B. °Al1), Akhbar al-zaman, ed. “Abd Allah al-
Sawi, al-Maktaba al-Haydariyya, Nadjaf,
1966, p. 93. Tarif Khalidi wrote that this
purported edition of this book cannot be
identified with Al-Mas‘ud1’s work. See Tarif
Khalidi, Islamic Historiography, op. cit., p.
154.

" Al-Mas®adi, Tanbih, p. 115; Tarif Khalidi,
Islamic Historiography, op. cit., pp. 94-95,
98; Dimitri Gutas, Greek Thought, Arabic
Culture: The Graeco-Arabic Translation
Movement in Baghdad and Early “A4bbasid
Society  (2nd-4th/  8th-10th  centuries),
Routledge, London-New York, 1998, p. 88.

® Al-Mas®udi, Tanbih, p. 112.
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Contrary to this former and
unknown period, the reign of
Philip 11, or for some authors, the
reign of his son Alexander Il the
Great (336-323 B. C.) inaugurated
in Macedonia and in countries
outside it another period called the
era of the Macedonian kingdom,
also known to scholars as the
Hellenistic period.' The beginning
of this era was not marked with a
precise date, but it was mentioned
by referring to the reign of these
two rulers.” King Philip 11 restored
restored internal peace to his
country and gained domination
over all of Greece by military and
diplomatic means, thus laying the
foundations for its expansion
under his son Alexander the
Great.® Without denoting specific
years related to the important
events cited in their books, Arab
authors wrote that Alexander the

Great overthrew the Persian
empire and established a puissant
power over many countries

conquered in the East.*

! Al-Mas®adi, Muradj al-dhahab, T. I, pp.
217-219; Al-Isfahani, Tarikh, p. 52; lbn
Khaldan, Tarikh, T. Il, p. 220; Peter John
Rhodes, A History of the Classical Greek
World: 478-323 B.C., Blackwell Publishing,
Oxford, 2006, pp. 297-321.

2 Al-Mas‘adi, Tanbih, p. 112.

® peter John Rhodes, A History of the
Classical Greek World, op. cit., pp. 297-321.
* Al-Mas‘adi, Muridj al-dhahab, T. I, p. 233;
233; Al-Biriini, Al-’Athar, pp. 44, 104; lbn
Khaldin, Tarikh, T. I, p. 223. For the wars of
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It has been generally
acknowledged that our narrative
sources held Alexander in very
high esteem. The model of his rule
deserved attention and was seen as
a turning point in history.” Then it
it was used as a basis for making
chronological calculations in order
to find out the length of the
following periods and to indicate
when some important military,
political, and religious events
happened. ® It is said that when
Alexander left Greece and started
conquering the East, he reached
Palestine at the age of 27. There
he ordered to establish a new
chronology beginning in this same
year, dated by scholars in 332 B.
C.” Even the «Hidjra» of Prophet
Muhammad is dated by referring
to the Alexandrian calendar, and it
is situated at 16th «tammaiz» (july)
in the year 933.°

Muslim authors made a list of
Macedonian kings who had

Alexander, see Peter John Rhodes, A History
of the Classical Greek World, op. cit., pp.
349-382.

®> Al-Mas®adi, Muridj al-dhahab, T. I, pp.
218-221; Sa‘id al-Andalusi, Tabakat al-
umam, p. 26; Ibn Khaldan, Tarikh, T. Il, pp.
220-223; Mazzaoui M., «Alexander the Great
and the Arab historians», Graeco-Arabica, 4,
1991, pp. 34-43.

® Al-Mas®adi, Tanbih, pp. 129-131; Al-
Mas‘adi, Muridj al-dhahab, T. Il, pp. 151,
154; Al-Biriini, Al-"Athar, p. 34.

’ Al-Birani, Al- "Athar, pp. 34-35.

8 Al-Mas®adi, Muridj al-dhahab, T. IV, p.
307.
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reigned from Philip 1l to
Cleopatra. They arranged it
according to criteria determined

by chronological order. It
combined Dboth political and
intellectual events. And it

contained some necessary and
abbreviated information such as
their names and the number of
years of their reign. But Al-
Mas‘tidi noticed that the sources
from which he derived his
information did not agree on the
number of Greek kings, (about 16
kings) or on the length of this
second phase. It is said that it
lasted more or less than 303
years.' It is also known to our
sources that the Greek period had
not been brought to a close only
when the rulers of Rome imposed
their ~ sovereignty  over the
Ptolemaic dynasty in Egypt in 30
B. C. Since this triumph, the
history of Greek was incorporated
into Roman history and the Greek
people had been called Roman
people.?

Indeed, Muslim  authors
focused on the Ptolemaic dynasty
(323-30 B. C.) who had reigned in
Egypt longer than any other
dynasty established on the soil of
the Alexandrian empire and
only succumbed to the Romans in

! Al-Mas®udi, Tanbih, pp. 111-112.
2 |bidem, pp. 112-115; Sa‘id al-Andalust,
Tabakat al-umam, p. 20.

ISSN:2707-8191(online) ISSN: 2707—8183gprent)
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30B. C. ° Although informed
about the Seleucid dynasty who
ruled in Asia Minor after the death
of Alexander the Great from 312
to 64 B. C., these authors did not
show interest in it, and the main
work that drew attention to this
dynasty is a lost book of Al-
Mas‘adi entitled Kitab funin al-
ma‘arif wa ma djara fi al-duhir
al-sawalif . The  disinterest
towards the Seleucid dynasty may
be explained by the lack of
scientific and intellectual famous
and influential centers in their
country like the Academy and
Library of Alexandria whose role
was best known under the reign of
the Ptolemaic dynasty. Thus, the
esteem in which this dynasty was
held by authors seems to have
been inspired by its role in
spreading Hellenistic culture.
Although they subsumed the
traditional lines of mostly dynastic
divisions between different Greek
rulers to approach early Greek
history in its political and military
dimensions, Muslim chroniclers
thought that the intellectual

3 Al-Birtni, Al-'Athar, p. 105; Ibn Khaldin,
Tarikh, T. Il, pp. 224-225.

* Al-Mas®adt, Tanbih, pp. 115-116.

> Ibidem, pp. 115-122; Théophile Obenga,
L’Egypte, la Gréce et I'école d’Alexandrie.
Histoire interculturelle dans [’antiquité: Aux
sources égyptiennes de la philosophie
grecque, 1I’Harmattan, Paris, 2005, pp. 137-
173.
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dimension played an important
role in shaping a distinctive period
that did not necessarily coincide
with a political period. So, they
were the precursors of writing a
cultural history by privileging the
outstanding intellectual  and
scientific nations’ works. This
particular perception of Greek
history is often influenced by
stories of the past, and certainly
by personal analysis.

So, if political history is
marked by its discontinued
rhythm, which gives us the

possibility to identify two periods,
such a fragmentary vision is not
possible for intellectual values.
Indeed, according to our narrative
sources, these values kept a linear
evolution. They went back to the
era of famous philosophers such
as Socrates (470-399 B. C.), Plato
(428-347 B. C.), and then
Aristotle (384-322 B. C.) who
preceded the  breakup  of
Alexander’s empire. ' They
followed a slow process of both
accumulation and transmission
from generation to generation and
from nation to nation without
unnoticed breaks, but only the
intercultural interactions of these

! $3%id al-Andalusi, Tabakat al-umam, pp. 19-
33
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long periods would be
underlined.?

The Arabic view of Greek
thought is certainly based on such
a conception of continuity. In this
sense, it has been agreed that
during a long period, several
intellectual  centers  flourished
successively in  the East in
different phases of political
history. > The account of Al-
Mas‘tid1 is significant because it
reveals that his theory of historical
times is not, somewhat, restricted
to political periodization. He
notices that if Athens, the most
important center of ancient Greek
thought, lost its place mainly after
Aristotle, Alexandria, the new
Egyptian city, provided the
necessary conditions to motivate
the movement of scientific
research, study, and thought. It
received scholars, students, and
books. There, the spirit of Greek
intellectual and scientific life
remained animated for many

2 For the idea of intercultural interactions or
cross-cultural interactions and their place in
the periodization of world history, see Jerry
H. Bentley, «Cross-Cultural Interaction and
Periodization in World History», art. cit.,
pp.751-752, 761; Patrick Manning, «The
Problem of Interactions in World History», in
The American Historical Review, Vol. 101, N.
3, June 1996, pp. 771-782.

3 Al-Mas®udi, Tanbih, pp. 121-122.
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centuries, even after the reign of
the Ptolemaic dynasty.*

According to the same
account, Alexandria maintained its
distinctive role despite the
emergence of the Roman Empire’s
capital as a serious rival in this
field. The survival of Greek
philosophy and sciences in Rome
until the rule of the emperor
Theodosius (379-395 A. D.) who
decided to transplant  the
philosophical school again to
Alexandria did not eclipse the
Egyptian city. > Nevertheless, it
also remained flourished for many
centuries till the reign of ‘“Umar
ibn “Abd al-°Aziz (717-720 A. D.)
who integrated Hellenistic studies
at Antioch.®> And then, under the
reign of the Abbasid Caliph al-
Mutawakkil (847-861 A. D.),
Harran substituted Antioch and
became the center of Hellenistic

! Ibidem, p. 121. See also: Sa‘id al-Andalust,
Tabakat al-umam, pp. 24, 39-41; lbn Hawkal
(Abu al-Kasim B. Hawkal al-Nasibi), Siurat
al-ard, Dar Maktabat al-Hayat, Beyrouth,
1992, pp. 183-184; Théophile Obenga,
L’Egypte, la Gréce et 1’école d’Alexandrie,
op. cit., pp. 137-173.

2 Al-Mas‘adi, Tanbih, pp. 121-122; Sa‘id al-
Andalusi, Tabakat al-umam, p. 40; Paul
Lemerle, Le premier humanisme byzantin:
Notes et remarques sur enseignement et
culture a Byzance des origines au X° siécle,
(Bibliothéque Byzantine, Etudes — 6), PUF,
Paris, 1971, pp.9-11; Théophile Obenga,
L’Egypte, la Grece et l’éecole d’Alexandrie,
op. cit., pp. 137-173.

® Al-Mas“adi, Tanbih, pp. 121-122; Satid al-
Andalusi, Tabakat al-umam, p. 40.
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studies.” It is interesting to note
that the rise of these centers
during a long period was not
without  interest for  future
generations. In other words, when
Islam arose, it inherited some of
them. And there is no doubt that
their  distinguished intellectual
outputs had a lasting influence on
Arabic thought and sciences.”
Showing how to fit past
events and intellectual outputs into
larger schemes, these remarks are
extremely important for at least
three reasons: firstly, they show
that some Islamic authorities are
well aware that such a reading
presents the huge advantage of
putting the history of Greek
thought back on the map by
acknowledging important signs of
continuity  which  allow to
elaborate a different periodization.
Secondly, they invite us to
understand how the Arabs made
an effort to maintain the link with
this thought which, mainly both in
philosophy and in the sciences,
was highly valued and was
reported to have gone back to
Prophets Lukman and Solomon

* Al-Mas®adi, Tanbih, pp. 121-122; Paul
Lemerle, Le premier humanisme byzantin, op.
cit., pp. 22-28. For the attention paid by Al-
Mas‘idi to the cultures of foreign nations,
see Tarif Khalidi, Arabic historical thought,
op. cit., pp. 135-136.

> $a%id al-Andalusi, Tabakat al-umam, pp. 21-
33, 48.
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from whom Greek philosophers
had indirectly been imparted « al-
Hikma », that is Wisdom.
Thirdly, the same remarks lead us
to be aware of the circumstances
of some roots of Arabic thought,
and this reveals that our sources
were seeking, consciously or
unconsciously, to put an end to a
marginalized view of the pagan
period that had been sidelined.

It is worth noting that the
movement of translation and the
deep cultural transformation that
the 3rd and 4th centuries of
Islamic rule/9th and 10th Christian
centuries had witnessed
commanded some Muslim authors
to reflect upon the history of the
Greek heritage and to grant it a
new meaning regarding its
influence on Arabic thought and
sciences.” In other words, if Syriac
and Arab translators focused on
the translation of the ancient

! 5a%id al-Andalusi, Tabakat al-umam, pp. 21-
22; Ibn Khaldiin, Tarikh, T. 11, p. 222.

2 Al-Yakabi (Ahmad B. Ishak B. Dja*far B.
Wahb B. Wadih al-Yakibi al-Baghdadi),
Mushakalat  al-Nass  li-zamanihim,  ed.
William Milward, Dar al-Kitab al-Djadid,
Beyrouth, 1980, p. 23; Al-Mas‘udi, Tanbih,
pp. 116-122; Sa‘id al-Andalusi, Tabakat al-
umam, pp. 27-33, 36-37, 48-56; Ibn Abi
"Usaybi‘a (Muwaffak al-Din Aba al-°Abbas
Ahmad B. al-Kasim B. Khalifa), “Uyiin al-
anba’ fi tabakat al-atibba’, ed. Nizar Rida’,
Dar Maktabat al-Hayat, Beyrouth, (no date),
pp. 289-295; Dimitri Gutas, Greek Thought,
Arabic Culture, op. cit., pp. 107-120.
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works into the Arabic language,®
the fundamental role of some
other Muslim scholars, like Al-
Mas‘adi and Ibn al-Nadim (d.
384/994), was to rediscover the
history of Greek thought, and to
put it back on the map of world
history. * Their works, which in
some manner represent an
admiration for the cultural
achievements of other nations, are
perfectly in line with the
movement of Arab humanism that
witnessed the 4th/10th century,
and that placed central emphasis
on the human realm.”

But if there was an
interruption in the continuity of
Greek thought, it should be

caused, according to our sources,
by the policy of the Byzantines

3 Ibn al-Nadim (Aba al-Faradj Muhammad b.
Abt Ya%kiib), Al-Fihrist, ed. Rida Tadjaddud,
Tehran, 1971, pp. 304-305; Ibn Abi
‘Usaybi‘a, “Uyin al-anba’, pp. 279-284;
Madkour 1., «Les traducteurs chrétiens de la
science arabe», in Recherche d’Islamologie,
(recueil d’articles offert a George C. Anawati
et Louis Gardet par leurs collegues et amis),
Louvains, 1977, pp. 201-205.

% Ibn al-Nadim, Al-Fihrist, pp. 300-315, 326-
329, 345-353.

> For the movement of Arab humanism during
during the 4th/10th century, | refer the reader
to the articles of Mohammed Arkoun,
«L humanisme arabe du IV®/X® siécle d’apres
le Kitab al-Hawamil wal-Shawamil», in
Studia Islamica, Vol. XIV, 1961, pp. 73-
108, and Vol. XV, 1961, pp. 63-87. See also
his work Naz‘at al-ansana fi al-fikr al-arabi:
djil Miskawayh wa al-Tawhidr, trans. Hashim
Salah, Dar al-Saki, Beyrouth, 1997.
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(al-Ram) who, after adopting
Christianity, they proceeded to
wipe out all traces of that ancient
Wisdom, especially Greek
philosophy. ! Whether this was
really the case is a matter for
discussion, and the effect of
Justinian I’s closing of the
Schools of Athens in the year A.
D. 529 remains controversial. °
Unlike the Byzantines’ policy
towards Greek thought, both
Muslims’ policy and mentality
gave the proper care to Greek
heritage by developing it to its
highest level in the Middle Ages.’

Al-Mas‘udi, Muridj al-dhahab, T. |, pp. 241-
242; lbn al-Nadim, Al-Fihrist, pp. 302-303;
Sa‘id al-Andalusi, Tabakar al-umam, p. 62;
Tarif Khalidi, Islamic Historiography, op.
cit., pp. 112-113; Dimitri Gutas, Greek
Thought, Arabic Culture, op. cit., pp. 89-90;
Ahmad M. H. Shboul, «Byzantium and the
Arabs: The Image of the Byzantines as
Mirrored in Arabic Literature», art. cit., p. 58.
2 Averil Cameron, The Mediterranean world
in late antiquity AD 395-600, Routledge,
London and New York, 1993, pp. 134-136;
Alan Cameron, «The last days of the
Academy at Athens», Proceeding of the
Cambridge Philological Society, 195 (1),
1969, pp. 7-29.

% Al-Ya%kibi, Mushakalat al-Nass —li-
zamanihim, p. 23; Al-Mas‘adi, Murid] al-
dhahab, T. I, pp. 241-242; Sa‘id al-Andalusi,
Tabakat al-umam, pp. 48-49; Tarif Khalidi,
Islamic Historiography, op. cit., pp. 94-98;
Béchir Labidi, «Regards croisés sur la place
de la culture grecque entre les Arabes et les
Byzantins (VI1°-XI1° siécle)», in Les Cahiers
de Tunisie, La Méditerranée connectée:
Hommage au professeur Mohamed Tahar
Mansouri sous la direction de Hayet Amamou
et Mohamed Ouerfelli, T. LXX, numéros
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Speaking, for example, of the
reign of the Abbasid Caliph Al-
Ma’miin (813-833 A. D.), Sa‘id
al-Andalust (d. 462/1070) wrote
that «the State of Wisdom came
into being in his day.»* There can
be no doubt that the assessment of

Greek heritage is generally
objective. It leaves, as a result, a
decisive influence on Arab
culture.”

It is important to notice that in
periodization there is not for our
sources any concordance between
intellectual dimension and
political  events. = Meanwihle
constructing the past of culture,
Al-Mas“tdi and Sa‘id al-Andalust
paid considerable attention, not
unusual for them, to the idea of
continuity by taking a long-term

2221223, 1% et 2°™ semestres 2016 (2019),
pp. 85-91.

*Sa‘id al-Andalusi, Tabakat al-umam, p. 48;
Tarif Khalidi, Arabic historical thought, op.
cit., p. 167.

> Ibn al-Kifti (Djamal al-Din Abi al-Hasan
‘Al b. Yusuf), Tarikh al-hukama’ wa-huwa
mukhtasar al-Zawzani al-musamma bi-al-
muntakhabat al-multakatat min kitab ikhbar
al-*Ulama’ bi-akhbar al-hukama’, ed. Fu’ad
Sizkin, Ma‘had tarikh al-‘ulim al-‘arabiyya
wa al-islamiyya, University of Francfort,
Germany, 1999, pp. 29-30; De Boer (T. J.),
Tarikh al-falsafa fi al-Islam, trans. from the
German language to the Arabic language by
Muhammad °Abd al-Hadi Abd Rida, Tunis-
Algiers, 4th ed., 1980, pp. 76-77, 81-82;
Bechir Labidi, «Regards croisés sur la place
de la culture grecque entre les Arabes et les
Byzantins (V11°-XI1° siécle)», art. cit., pp. 86-
87.
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perspective from the Greek era to
the 4th/10th. They showed that
Greek thought had flourished and
remained influential in the
Mediterranean East during about
thirteen centuries regardless of
several dynasties who ruled over
different States in Antiquity and
the Early Middle Ages.

The most obvious observation
to be made, is certainly that
Muslim authors did not deny the

usefulness of political
periodization itself. Yet they
demonstrated how the limits of

one period change if the plurality
of rhythms is taken into
consideration, and if a field such
as thought is taken seriously.
Henceforth, they tended to write
about this topic in a way that
emphasized continuity rather than
a break with the past. In
consequence, they highlighted a
long-lasting period marked by
some distinctive intellectual and
scientific qualities. Their view
becomes intelligible at the mirror
of the inheritance and assimilation
by Islam of some fundamental
values of Greek thought.*

I[11) The Periodization of
Roman and Byzantine History

Al-Mas‘adi, one of the
greatest scholars of medieval

! Al-Mas‘adi, Tanbih, pp. 116-122; Sa‘id al-
Andalusi, Tabakat al-umam, pp. 19-33; Ibn
Abi *Usaybi‘a, “Uyiin al-anba’, pp. 289-295.
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Islam who focused on the subject
of periodization, used the term
«tabaka» only when he wrote
about a sufficiently known period.
In this sense, he divided the
ancient history of the Roman
nation into three long periods
without applying this term to the
first period.® Contrary to other
Muslim chroniclers for whom the
history of the Roman nation began
with the reign of Augustus Caesar
(31 B. C- 14 A. D), and who paid
attention only to important events
that occurred in the Eastern
Mediterranean under the reign of
this emperor and his successors,®
Al-Mas‘adi mentioned another
earliest period of this history. As it
was claimed, this period began
when the twin brothers Romulus
and Remus were suckled by a
wolf, then, many years later, they
founded the city of Rome,* an
event dated by Sa‘id al-Andalusi
in 725 B. C, and situated by
scholars around 753 B. C.

2 Al-Mas‘adi, Tanbih, pp. 123-137.

3 Ibidem, p. 53; Al-Birani, Al-'Athar, p. 106;
Ibn al-Athir, Tarikh, T. I, pp. 249-252.

* Al-Mas®adi, Tanbih, p. 123. | do not agree
with Tarif Khalidi, Islamic Historiography, p.
95 who considered that, according to Al-
Mas‘iidi, Roman history began with Julius
Caesar (d. 44 B.C)

> $a%id al-Andalusi, Tabakat al-umam, p. 34;
Barry Cunliffe, Rome et son empire, trans.
from the English language by Helene Seyres,
Turin, 1994, pp. 24, 28-29.
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Like other ancient authors,
Al-Mas‘tidi seems to have relied
on this ancient Roman myth,
Furthermore, he was ignorant of
both the regal (753-509 B. C.) and
republic periods (509-27 B. C.)
which are the most poorly
documented periods of Roman
history. Even if it is decided that
his work  contains  some
apocryphal  accounts, it is
impossible to deny his interest in
writing ancient history and putting
forward its turning point. Our
sources show little attention to the
civil war of the first-century B. C.
that presaged the downfall of the
republic of Rome and led to the
establishment of the Empire in 27
B. C., so they had to be content
only with citing the war that
happened in Egypt between
Octave Augustus and Antoine.’

As one reads through the Al-
Mas‘adi’s text, the reign of
«Tabakat al-Rum  al-Sabi’ in»
coincided with the second period
of Roman history. It began with
the reign of Augustus. It involved
40 rulers who had reigned until
the conversion of Constantine the
Great (312-337 A. D.) to
Christianity. Their reign lasted for

! Al-Mas®adi, Muridj al-dhahab, T. I, pp.
229-231; Ibn Khaldan, Tarikh, T. 11, pp. 225-
226; Barry Cunliffe, Rome et son empire, op.
cit., pp. 44, 92-95.
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374 years and 3 months. > The
name «Sabi’a» (Sabians) is used
by Al-Mas‘adi as the general term
for star worship in the ancient
world of whom the Sabians of
Harran are only one sect. But the
author added that these Romans
«Sabi’a» were «Hunafa’», which
IS somewhat  confusing.

Certainly, «Sabi’a» is a name
applied in Islamic ear to at least
three entirely different religious
communities who are mentioned
in the Kur’an: the «Sabi’un», the
Christians, and the Jews, * and
therefore they were recognized as
«dhimmi» subjects. It seems that
the «Sabi’a» of Harran were of
special interest. Their scientific
and intellectual role played in the
Abbasid State was sufficient to
invite Muslim authors to shed
light on the past of their supposed

2 Al-Mas‘adi, Tanbih, pp. 123-124, 136; Sa‘id
al-Andalusi, Tabakat al-umam, p. 34; Al-
Ya‘kibi, Tarikh, T. |, pp. 126-128, this author
did not write any information about the
history of al-Rim before the 1st century B. C.
For the conversion of Constantine the Great to
the Christianity, see also Paulus Orosius,
History of the World, pp. 457-460; Pierre
Chuvin, Chronique des derniers paiens: La
disparition du paganisme dans [’Empire
romain du regne de Constantin a celui de
Justinien, Fayard, Paris, 1990, pp. 31-42.

3 Al-Mas‘adi, Tanbih, pp. 123-124, 136; Tarif
Khalidi, Islamic Historiography, op. cit., pp.
64-65.

* The «Sabiiin» are mentioned in the Kur’an
three times: 11 62, V 69, XXII 17.
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coreligionists, the Roman
emperors.’

Although the chroniclers did
not mention any date related to
internal Roman events during this
second period, and they had to be
content with citing the length of
every emperor’s reign, it is not
possible to deny that their lists of
dynasties and emperors are, in
themselves, the result of efforts at
periodization.? Nevertheless, these
lists pose a problem since they
contain some confusion, and are
unanimous neither about some
emperors’ names, their numbers,
nor even about the length of this
period.® Having been conscious of
this problem, Al-Masadi and
Hamza Al-Isfahani put their
fingers on the real cause by
affirming that it was due to the
difference between sources on

which Arab accounts were based.”

! $a%d al-Andalusi, Tabakat al-umam, p. 37;
Ibn Abi ’Usaybia, “Uyiin al-anba’, pp. 295-
311.

2 Al-Tabari, Tarikh, T. I, pp. 606-608; Al-
Asfahani, Tarikh, pp. 53-54; Al-Bironi, Al-
"Athar, pp. 106-108; Ibn al-Athir, Tarikh, T. I,
pp. 248-252.

* According to Al-Mas‘adi, Tanbih, pp. 123-
124, 136, they were 40 kings who had reigned
for 374 years and 3 months. But Al-Isfahani,
Tarikh, pp. 53-54, wrote that they were 28
kings who had reigned for 382 years and 6
months. And according to Al-Birini, Al-
"Athar, pp. 106-108, they were 27 kings. But
modern scholars said that they were 54
emperors.

* Al-Mas“adi, Muradj al-dhahab, T. I, p. 238;
Al-Isfahani, Tarikh, p. 63.
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In the course of
reconstructing the past, the
chroniclers sometimes attempted
to present a critical approach to
some religious events related to
the chronology of Roman history.
The episodes that reflect their
efforts are rare and disconnected
but significant. After revising the
calendar of the emperor Augustus
established by some astronomers
and chroniclers, Al-Biriini
deduced that the date of the birth
of Jesus Christ as it was
determined was incorrect, and
therefore he fixed another date
which also was wrong but more
precise than the former date. >
Based on the Kur’an, Ibn Al-Athir
(d. 630/1233), tried to explain that
the date related to the story of
«Ahl al-Kahf » (Cavemen) as cited
in Christian sources IS
undoubtedly wrong.®

The focus on a political and
military periodization related to
Roman history did not exclude
religious events such as the birth
of Jesus Christ, his presumed
crucifixion, the conflict between
Jews and Roman emperors, as
well as brief tales concerning

> Al-Birani, Al-’Athar, p. 35. According to
this scholar, the chroniclers cited the birth of
Jesus Christ in the year 43 of the reign of
Octave Augustus, but he cited this event in
the year 17 of the same reign.

® Ibn al-Athir, Tarikh, T. I, pp. 251-252.
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some Christian martyrs.* During
the second period of Roman
history, monotheistic religion was
not considered as the main agent
of history, and the birth of Jesus
Christ did not mark the beginning
of a new epoch.

Although  scholars  have
encountered difficulty to decide
when it was that Byzantine history
can be said to have begun,? the
break with the past as seen by our
sources coincides with  the
beginning of the third period of
Roman history when emperor
Constantine  the Great was
converted to Christianity in 313 A.
D and inaugurated the reign of
«Tabakat Mulik al-Ram al-
Mutanassira» (the category of
Roman Christian kings), °> also
called by Al-Birini «Al-Riam al-
Yiananiyin» (the Roman Greeks).!
Greeks).’

Contrary to Al-Tabart (224-
310/838-922), who in  his
historical annals, was interested in
the ancient history of prophets
more than the secular history of

L Al-Mas®udi, Tanbih, pp. 124-128; Al-
Mas‘adi, Muriidj al-dhahab, T. I, pp .234-
238, Al-Biriini, Al-"Athar, pp. 106-108.

2 Timothy Venning, with an introduction by
Jonathan Harris, A Chronology of the
Byzantine Empire, Palgrave Macmillan, New
York, 2006, p. Xiv.

% Al-Mas‘adi, Tanbih, p. 137; lbn al-Athir,
Tarikh, T. 1, p. 252.

* Al-Biraing, Al-"Athar, p. 408.

148

nations, who neglected the
adoption of Christianity as the
official religion of the Empire and
who considered that the epoch
beginning by Jesus Christ until the
reign of Heraclius (610-641 A. D.)
was one phase of Roman history,
which | can call the pre-Islamic
and non-Arabic period ; ° other
chroniclers like Al-Ya‘kabi, Al-
Mas‘tiidi, Hamza Al-Isfahani, and
Al-Biriin1 ~ suggested  another
reading of this chronology. They
held the conversion of Constantine
to Christianity as the dividing line
separating the previous pagan
period from another new and
different period.’

For this reason, it does not
surprise us that our sources did not
remark the continuity of pagan
beliefs as well as the survival of
some elements of paganism in the
Eastern Roman Empire during

> Al-Tabari, Tarikh, T. |, pp. 89-495.

® Ibidem, T. I, pp. 606-608. It is worth noting
that modern scholars did not consider the
appearance of Christianity as a rupture in the
course of the ancient history. See: Stéphane
Gibert, «Les enjeux renouvelés d’un
probléeme fondamental: la périodisation en
histoire », in ATALA Cultures et sciences
humaines n° 17, «Découper le temps -
Actualité de la periodisation en histoire»,
2014, p. 18.

" Al-Ya%kabi, Tarikh, T. I, p. 132; Al-
Mas‘adi, Tanbih, pp. 123, 137; Al-Mas‘ids,
Muriudj al-dhahab, T. I, p. 239; Al-Asfahani,
Tarikh, 55-56, 59-61; Al-Biriini, Al-’Athar, p.
108; Sa‘id al-Andalusi, Tabakat al-umam, p.
35.
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both the 4th and 5th Christian
centuries even after adopting
Christianity as the official religion
of the Empire.! Relying on the
Christian sources who fixed this
temporal limit, > Muslim authors
seem to have privileged the break
with the past rather than the
continuity. Indeed, the 4th
Christian century, more than any
other time, is indicative of both
the end of Christians’ persecution
because of their religious belief,
and of Byzantium’s dynamic
character.’

Therefore, the Roman Empire

seemed to have largely
disappeared from the course of
history in Islamic narrative
sources, and it gave way to

Byzantium, the Christian Roman
Empire of the East, which was
granted a particular place in the
same sources. And even if the
emperors of Constantinople were
undoubtedly known as the heirs of
the masters of Rome, Al-Ya‘kibi,
and Al-Mas‘td1 presented them as
a different category of rulers and

! Ramsay MacMullen, Paganism in the
Roman Empire, Yale University Press, New
Haven and London, 1981, pp. 131-137;
Pierre  Chuvin, Chronique des derniers
paiens, op. cit., pp. 31-42.

2 Al-Mas‘adi, Muridj al-dhahab, T. I, p. 238.
This author affirmed that he used some
Christian sources to get information about this
period of Roman history.

* Timothy Venning, A Chronology of the
Byzantine Empire, op. cit., pp. 5-38.
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regarded Byzantium as emerging
only in the 4th Christian century.”
Their  contribution to  the
reconstruction of the periodization
of Byzantine history by presenting
an uninterrupted chain of rulers
starting with Constantine the
Great became a  binding
framework for later generations of
Muslim chroniclers.’

Focusing on this third period
of the history of the Romans (in
this case, the term Rim means the
Byzantines), Al-Mas‘tidi divided
it into two phases. The first phase
was previous to Islam. It lasted for
about three centuries. It began
from the reign of Constantine the
Great until the time of the Prophet
Muhammad when Islam rose in
the 7th Christian century and had
got its place in the chronology of
world history. ° This phase was
marked by the formation of the
Eastern Roman Empire where
Constantinople substituted Rome

* Al-Yakabi, Tarikh, T. I, pp. 132-137; Al-
Mas‘adi, Tanbih, pp. 137, 145-156; Al-
Mas‘adi, Muriidj al-dhahab, T. I, pp. 239-
246; André Miquel, La géographie humaine
du monde musulman jusqu’'au milieu du 11°
siecle. Géographie arabe et représentation du
monde: La terre et [’étranger, nouvelle
édition [en ligne], éd. de I’Ecole des hautes
études en sciences sociales, Paris, 2001, Tome
I, vol. I, chap. VIII, § 89-91, available
online:<https://books.openedition.org/editions
ehess/629>.

> Ibn al-Athir, 7arikh, T. I, pp. 252-257; Ibn
Khaldiin, Tarikh, T. I, pp. 250-265.

® Al-Mas‘adi, Tanbih, p. 156.
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and became the capital of political
decision as well as a main center
of religious life.!

It is worth noting that a fact
that our sources did not fail to
notice was the idea of deeper
change that went hand in hand
with that of cities. In other words,
Islamic authorities were aware of
the  existence of  regional
differences. In developing their
approach to periodization, they
linked time and space Dby
including territory in a given
period, but they excluded it in
another period. It is almost the
opinion of modern scholars who
have deduced that periodization
and spatialization are often
intimately related.? And this fact
means that the process of the
historical development of a given
country does not necessarily and
simultaneously encompass the
other neighboring countries. For a

long-lasting  period,  Athens,
Alexandria, Rome, and then
Constantinople were,

successively, the seats of power

! Ibidem, pp. 138, 146; Al-Ya°kabi, Tarikh, T.
I, pp. 132-135; Al-Mas‘tdi, Muriidj al-
dhahab, T. I, p. 239; Paul Lemerle, Histoire
de Byzance, coll. «Que sais-je ?», PUF, Paris,
1948, pp. 21-24; Barry Cunliffe, Rome et son
empire, op. cit., pp. 286-287, 302.

2 For the connection between periodization
and spatialization, see Fred M. Donner,
«Periodization as a Tool of the Historian with
Special Reference to Islamic History», in Der
Islam, 91 (1), 2014, pp. 20-21.

150

and the main examples of cities
where political, religious, cultural,
social, and economic mutations
had occurred. In this sense, the
main but underlying idea that
should be understood from this
historical process as presented by
Muslim authors of the 3rd/9th and
4th/10th centuries is to highlight
the role of Bagdad. This biggest
Islamic city was considered the
cradle of science and the source of
Wisdom. ® It became, in several
fields, able to rule a large part of
the medieval world and substitute
the former centers of power,
sciences, and civilization.*

During the third period of
Roman history, it is noticeable
that Christianity, as politics,
became one of the most important
agents of history. Indeed, some
Arab  chroniclers had been
conscious of this fact, and they did
not restrict Byzantium, which was
at the periphery of the Islamic
Empire, to its political and
military past. Inasmuch as they
were mostly tolerant towards other
religions, Al-Mas‘tdi and Al-
Birtin1 focused on writing detailed
accounts not only about series of

3 Ibn al-Fakih (Aba °Abd Allah Ahmad B.
Muhammad B. Ishak al-Hamadhani), Kitab
al-buldan, ‘Alim al-kitab, Beyrouth, 1996, p.
311.

* |bidem, pp. 283, 310-311, 326; Ibn al-
Nadim, Al-Fihrist, pp. 303-304; Al-Ya’kibi,
Mushakalat al-Nass li-zamanihim, pp. 22-35.
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synods discussing religious issues
but also about many sectarian
groups. Moreover, they attempted
to date these councils considered
as most interesting events, and
they highlighted the role of great
religious men." Their detailed and
particular perception of
Byzantium, seen as the main
Christian power contemporary to
Islam, may lead us to think that
they combined both ecclesiastical
and secular history, but they
devoted to religious history a
specefic care in order to command
attention to a crucial period in the
past of the Byzantines and Eastern
Christian communities.?

In their respective works, Al-
Mas‘tidi and Al-Biriini focused on
Christianity as a monotheistic
religion devoted by a considerable

number of Muslim  State’s
subjects, and by the Byzantines.’
Having contained neither
arrogance  nor  anti-byzantine

! Al-Masadi, Tanbih, pp. 137-138, 142-156;
Al-Mas‘idi, Muriidj al-dhahab, T. I, pp. 239-
246; Al-Birini, Al-'Athar, pp. 357-405. See
also, Al-Ya’kabi, Tarikh, T. |, pp. 132-136.
For these councils, see Alain Ducellier, Les
Byzantins: Histoire et culture, éditions du
Seuil, Paris, 1988, pp. 57-59; Mohammad
Tahar Mansouri, Al-Hayat al-diniyya fi
Bizanta mina al-inbi‘ath ila al-kafia ma‘a
Rima, Dar Amal li-alnashir wa al-tawzi’,
Sfax, 2003, pp. 25-40.

2 Al-Mas®udi, Tanbih, p. 142-155.

® Ibidem, pp. 142-175; Al-Mas‘udi, Muridj
al-dhahab, T. I, pp. 239-246; Al-Birtni, Al-
"Athar, pp. 357-405.
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sentiments, the writer’s various
passages certainly mirrored the

Islamic understanding of
Byzantium and represented an
interesting  chapter in  the

formation of a thoughtful attitude
towards both its history and
religion. Through this profound
and sincere perception, these two
scholars attempted to rationalize
the long history of the Byzantines
with its various phases and its
distinctive aspects of culture,
which led to understanding the
present time of the serious rivals
of Islam.

The various passages related
to the history of the Byzantines
should be interpreted as a product
of changes in the Islamic view of

Byzantium  based on  the
circumstances of that period. After
realizing that this well

institutionalized and organized
Empire could not surrender to
Islam,* and recognizing its role in
safeguarding a large part of the
survival of Greek sciences that
had been transmitted to the
Islamic world, translated and
valorized by Arab and Syriac
scholars,” Muslim authors became

* Al-Mas‘adi, Tanbih, p. 7. He wrote: (3"
" adl Aiudie o gl ABE 138 Ly ) a5l ASLes

> Ibn al-Nadim, Al-Fihrist, pp. 304-305; Ibn
Abi *Usaibi‘a, ‘Uyin al-anba’, pp. 260, 284,
329; Béchir Labidi, «Regards croisés sur la
place de la culture grecque entre les Arabes et
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persuaded to understand the
Empire’s  ancient  past, to
illuminate the processes that made
Greek thought flourished, and
then to grant it a new meaning.
Al-Mas‘tdi thought that the
rise of Islam marked the end of
the first phase among the third
period of Roman history, and at
the same time the beginning of its
second phase. It is interesting to
note that the beginning of this
second stage was not marked by
an internal change that happened
in the Byzantine Empire, and the
dynastic change, in this case, was
not seen in itself as a turning point
or an important event, but the end
of the first phase was simply
linked to the rise of Islam, and the
conquest of the eastern provinces
of Byzantium, so it was due to
external events. Having
reconstructed the chronology of
this period, Al-BiriinT opted for a
different view. He did not
consider the appearance of Islam,
the most important event in the
early Middle Ages, as the
beginning of a new phase in
Byzantine history. He thought that
the past of the Empire was a
unique and uninterrupted period.
It began when Roman emperors
adopted Christianity and

les Byzantins (VII°-XI° siécle)», art. cit., pp.
85-88.
! Al-Mas‘adi, Tanbih, p. 156.
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established  their  reign in
Constantinople, and it lasted until
the reign of Constantine VII (913-
959 A. D.)?

Although Muslims saw the
history of Byzantium within the
much wider context of the history
of all Empires, gradually, they
came to consider this Empire as an
obstacle to their own progress. As
a consequence, they have written
Byzantine history at the mirror of
Islamic history. And this view led
them to integrate Islam and
Byzantium into a  unified
chronological rhythm by
presenting the history in the form
of annals in which events have
eventually been cited dependently
to Islamic history and have not
been seen as events that could
change the course of history.> As a
result of this view, the history of
the Byzantines lost its «own»
periodization in Islamic sources
since the 7th Christian century.

2 The account of Al-Birani is based on a
source that furnished a list of the Byzantine
emperors until the reign of Constantine VII.
See Al-Biriini, Al-"Athar, pp. 108-113.

3 Al-Mas®adi, Tanbih, pp. 152-171; Al-
Mas‘tdi, Muriidj al-dhahab, T. I, pp. 247-
254; Al-lsfahani, Tarikh, pp. 62-63; lbn al-
Athir, Tarikh, T. I, pp. 257-260. Even if the
period of Byzantine history that began with
the appearance of Islam was considered by
Ibn al-Athir as «the third rabaka of Muliik al-
Riam» (the  third category of Roman
emperors), he also integrated Islam and
Byzantium into a unified chronological
rhythm.
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And then, Byzantium became for
Muslims the country that should
have been conqured, or at least it
needed to be discovered in their
present days. For this reason,
ambassadors,  travelers, and
prisoners of war attempted to
describe the Empire. They wrote
reports about its relief, its wealth,
its administrative and military
institutions, and especially about
its capital, Constantinople.’

Conclusion
The attempt by early Muslim
authors to elaborate the

periodization of Greek, Roman,
and Byzantine history is based on
Greek, Roman, and Christian
sources, and also in some manner
perpetuated by Islamic works
written during the Middle Ages.
Thus, the total of new historical
facts that Muslim chroniclers
could bring to light about this
topic should not be expected to be
considerable. But this does not
exclude that, by presenting their

! Al-Mas®udi, Tanbih, pp. 138-141, 176-180;
Ion Khurdadhbih (Abt al-Kasim ‘Ubayd
Allah), Al-Masalik wa al-mamalik, ed. De
Goeje M. J., Brill-Leiden, 1889, pp. 104-113;
Ibn Rustah (Abii °Ali Ahmad B. ‘Umar),
Kitab al-A°lak al-Nafisa, ed. De Goeje M. J.,
Brill-Leiden, 1892, pp. 119-127; André
Miquel, La géographie humaine du monde
musulman jusqu’au milieu du 11° siecle,
Tome 11, vol. 1I, op. cit., chap. VIII; Saber
Mansouri, «Perses, Grecs et Romains dans les
écrits arabes du Moyen-Age: histoires proches
et histoires lointaines», art. cit., p. 156.
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vision of a universal history, both
secular and sacred, these authors

elaborated three different
periodizations. The  first s
common; it is related to the

history of all these nations. It is
based on the political and military
dimensions. The second is based
mainly on the intellectual
dimension. It concerns the Greek
thought linked in a long-lasting
period to Arabic thought. The
third is based on the religious
dimension. It involves Byzantium
and the Eastern  Christian
communities with whom Muslims
were in real rivalry.?

Undoubtedly, the view that
they provided had significance for
Islamic historiography. Having
come to power and world history,
Muslim peoples not only affirmed
their new status as masters of
time,® but they also attempted to
reconstruct the history of other
peoples in order to integrate
Islamic history and civilization
into the chronology of world
history, which  provided a
framework to incorporate non-

2 Al-Djahiz (Abt *Amra ‘Uthman B. Bahr),
Rasail, ed. °Abd al-Salam Muhammad Hartin,
Dar al-Djil, Beyrouth, 1991, T. III, pp. 303-
351; Dimitri Gutas, Greek Thought, Arabic
Culture, op. cit., pp. 83-95.

3 Al-Mas®adi, Muridj al-dhahab, T. IV, pp.
307-315; Antoine Borrut, «Vanishing Syria:
Periodization and Power In Early Islam», art.
cit., p. 56.
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Muslim thoughts and sciences,
and to lead the world to the model
of Islam that deserves at least to
be respected.

Bibliography

Primary Sources
Al-Kur’an
Al-Birant (Abu al-Rayhan
Muhammad B. Ahmad), Al-’Athar
al-bakiya “an al-kiirun al-khaliya,
ed. Parwizadh Ka’1, Tihran, 2001.
Al-Djahiz (Abii ‘Amrii “Uthman
B. Bahr), Rasail, ed. “Abd al-
Salam Muhammad Hartin, Dar al-
Djil, Beyrouth, 1991.
Ibn Abi ’Usaybi‘a (Muwaffak al-
Din Abi al-’Abbas Ahmad B. al-
Kasim B. Khalifa), “Uyin al-
anba’ fi rabakat al-atibba’, ed.
Nizar Rida’, Dar Maktabat al-
Hayat, Beyrouth, (no date.)
Ibn al-Athir (“Izz al-Din Abi al-
Hasan “Ali B. Abi al-Karam al-
Shaybani), al-Kamil fi al-tarikh,
ed. Abi al-Fida’ “Abd Allah al-
Kadi, Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyya,
Beyrouth, 1987.
Ibn al-Fakih (Abu “Abd Allah
Ahmad B. Muhammad B. Ishak
al-Hamadhani), Kitab al-buldan,
“Alim al-kitab, Beyrouth, 1996.
Ibn Hawkal (Abiu al-Kasim B.
Hawkal al-Nasibi), Siurat al-ard,

154

Dar Maktabat al-Hayat, Beyrouth,
1992.
Ibn Khaldiin (“Abd al-Rahman B.

Muhammad B. Muhammad),
Tarikh, eds. Khalil Shahada and
Suheil Zakkar, Dar al-Fikr,

Beyrouth, 2000.

Ibn Khurdadhbih (Abt al-Kasim
‘Ubayd Allah), Al-Masalik wa al-
mamalik, ed. De Goeje M. J.,
Brill-Leiden, 1889.

Ibn al-Kiftt (Djamal al-Din Abu
al-Hasan “Al1 b. Yisuf), Tarikh al-
hukama’ wa-huwa mukhtasar al-
Zawzani  al-musamma  bi-al-
muntakhabat al-multakatar min
kitab ikhbar al-*Ulama’ bi-akhbar

al-hukama’, ed. Fu’ad Sizkin,
Ma‘had tarikh  al-‘ulim  al-
‘arabiyya  wa  al-islamiyya,

University of Francfort, Germany,
1999.

Ibn al-Nadim (Abu al-Farad]
Muhammad b. Abi Ya‘kib), Al-
Fihrist, ed. Rida Tadjaddud,
Tehran, 1971.

Ibn Rustah (Abi “Ali Ahmad B.
‘Umar), Kitab al-Alak al-Nafisa,
ed. De Goeje M. J., Brill-Leiden,
1892.

Al-Isfahani (Hamza B. Al-Hasan),
Tarikh sint muluk al-ard wa al-
anbiya’, (no place, no date).
Mahbiib B. Kustantin al-Manbidji,
Kitab al-*Unwan, ed. and trans. in
French language by Alexandre A.
Vasiliev, Paris, 1909.



2024 b GBI 558729 sadl  Lelaa¥y 2t Ll 4l A
ISSN:2707-8191(online) ISSN: 2707-8183(prent)

Al-Mas‘iidi (Abii al-Hasan “Al1 B.
al-Husayn B. °Al), Kitab al-
tanbth wa al-ishraf, Bibliotheca
Geographorum Arabicorum, ed.
M. J. De Goeje, Brill-Leiden,
1894,

Al-Mas‘iidi (Abii al-Hasan “Al1 B.
al-Husayn B. °Ali), Akhbar al-
zaman, ed. “Abd Allah al-Sawi, al-
Maktaba al-Haydariyya, Nadjaf,
1966.

Al-Mas‘iidi (Abii al-Hasan “Al1 B.
al-Husayn B. °Al1), Muridj al-
dhahab wa ma‘adin al-djawhar,
ed. Kamal Hasan Mar%, al-
Maktaba al-“asriyya, Beyrouth,
2005.

Paulus Orosius, History of the
World, the ancient arab traduction
ed. by “Abd al-Rahman Badawi,
al-Mu’assasa al-“Arabiyya li-al-
Dirasat wa al-Nashir, Beyrouth,
1990.

Sa‘id al-Andalusi (Abii al-Kasim
Sa‘id B. Ahmad B. °Abd al-
Rahman B. Muhammad B. Sa‘id),
Tabakat al-umam, ed. Louis
Shikhi, al-Matba‘a al-
Kathulikiyya, Beyrouth, 1912.
Sad B. Batrik, Tarikh, T. I-II,
London, MDCXLII.

Al-Tabari (Abt Dja“far
Muhammad B. Djarir B. Yazid),
Tarikh al-’"umam wa al-mulik, ed.
Muhammad Abu Al-Fadl Ibrahim,
Dar al-Ma‘arif, Egypt, 1967.
Al-Ya’kiibi (Ahmad B. Ishak B.
Dja‘far B. Wahb B. Wadih al-

155

Ya‘’kiibi al-Baghdadi), Tarikh, al-
Maktaba al-Haydariyya, Nadjaf,
1964.

Al-Ya’kabi (Ahmad B. Ishak B.
Dja‘far B. Wahb B. Wadih al-
Y a’kiib1 al-Baghdadi), Mushdakalat
al-Nass li-zamanihim, ed. William
Milward, Dar al-Kitab al-Djadid,
Beyrouth, 1980.

Secondary Sources

Ahmad M. H. Shboul,
« Byzantium and the Arabs: The
Image of the Byzantines as
Mirrored in Arabic Literature », in
Elizabeth  Jeffreys, Michael
Jeffreys, and Ann Moffat (eds.),
Byzantine Papers: Proceedings of
the First Australian Byzantine
Studies Conference, Canberra, 17—
19 May 1978, Brill, Leiden-
Boston, 2017, pp. 43-68.

Alain Ducellier, Les Byzantins:
Histoire et culture, éditions du
Seuil, Paris, 1988.

Alan Cameron, «The last days of
the  Academy at  Athens»,
Proceeding of the Cambridge
Philological Society, 195 (1),
1969, pp. 7-29.

Alexander Kazhdan, Alice-Mary
Talbot, Anthony Cutler, Timothy
E. Gregory and Nancy P.
Sevéenko, (edi.), The Oxford
Dictionary of Byzantium, New
York - Oxford, Oxford University
Press, 1991.

André Miquel, La géographie
humaine du monde musulman



2024 b GBI 558729 sadl  Lelaa¥y 2t Ll 4l A
ISSN:2707-8191(online) ISSN: 2707-8183(prent)

Jusqu’au milieuw du 11° siécle.
Géographie arabe et
représentation du monde: La terre
et [’étranger, nouvelle édition [en
ligne], éd. de I’Ecole des hautes
études en sciences sociales, Paris,
2001, Tome II, vol. Il, available
online:<https://books.openedition.
org/editionsehess/629>.

Antoine Borrut, «Vanishing Syria:
Periodization and Power In Early
Islam», in Der Islam, 91 (1), 2014,

pp. 37-68.
Averil Cameron, The
Mediterranean world in late

antiquity AD 395-600, Routledge,
London and New York, 1993.
Barry Cunliffe, Rome et son
empire, trans. from the English
language by Hélene Seyres, Turin,
1994.

Béchir Labidi, «Regards croisés
sur la place de la culture grecque
entre les Arabes et les Byzantins
(VII5-XI° siécle)», in Les Cahiers
de Tunisie, La Méditerranée
connectee: Hommage au
professeur ~ Mohamed  Tahar
Mansouri sous la direction de
Hayet Amamou et Mohamed
Ouerfelli, T. LXX, numéros
222/223, 1% et 2°™ semestres
2016 (2019), pp. 79-98.

De Boer (T. J.), Tarikh al-falsafa
fi al-Islam, trans. from the
German language to the Arabic
language by Muhammad “Abd al-

156

Hadt Abt Rida, Tunis-Algiers, 4th
ed., 1980.

Dietrich Gerhard, «Periodization
in European History», in The
American Historical Review, Vol.
61, N. 4, July 1956, pp. 900-913.
Dietrich Gerhard, Old Europe: A
Study of Continuity, 1000-1800,
New York, 1981.

Dimitri  Gutas, Greek Thought,
Arabic Culture: The Graeco-
Arabic Translation Movement in
Baghdad and Early ‘4bbdsid
Society (2nd-4th/ 8th-10th
centuries), Routledge, London-
New York, 1998.

Fathi Triki, L esprit historien dans
la civilisation arabe et islamique,
Maison tunisienne de 1’édition et
Faculté des sciences humaines et
sociales de Tunis, Tunis, 1991.
Fischel W. J., «Ibn Khaldun’s use
of historical sources», in Studia
Islamica, Vol. X1V, 1961, pp.
109-1109.

Franz Rosenthal, A History of

Muslim  Historiography, 2"
revised ed., Brill-Leiden, 1968.
Franz Rosenthal, « Dawla », iIn

The Encyclopaedia of Islam, new
ed., Brill-Leiden, Vol. II, 1991,
pp. 177-178.

Fred M. Donner, «Periodization as
a Tool of the Historian with
Special Reference to Islamic
History», in Der Islam, 91 (1),
2014, pp. 20-36.


https://books.openedition.org/editionsehess/629
https://books.openedition.org/editionsehess/629

2024 b GBI 558729 sadl  Lelaa¥y 2t Ll 4l A
ISSN:2707-8191(online) ISSN: 2707-8183(prent)

Jacques Le Goff, Faut-il vraiment
découper [’histoire en tranches ?
Seuil, coll. «La Librairie du XXI°
siecle», Paris, 2014.

Jerry H. Bentley, «Cross-Cultural
Interaction and Periodization in
World History», in The American
Historical Review, Vol. 101, N. 3,
June 1996, pp.749-770.

Konrad Hirschler / Sarah Bowen
Savant, « Introduction - What is in
Period ? Arabic Historiography and
Periodization », in Der Islam, 91
(1), 2014, pp. 6-19.

Madkour 1., «Les traducteurs
chrétiens de la science arabe», in
Recherche d’Islamologie, (recueil
d’articles offert a George C.
Anawati et Louis Gardet par leurs

collegues et amis), Louvains,
1977, pp. 201-205.
Mazzaoui M., «Alexander the

Great and the Arab historians »,
Graeco-Arabica, 4, 1991, pp. 34-
43.

Millds J. M., «Abi Ma‘shar al-
Balkhi», in The Encyclopaedia of
Islam, New Edition, Brill-Leiden,
1986, Vol. I, pp. 139-140.
Mohammed Arkoun,
«L’humanisme arabe du IV¥/X°
siécle d’apres le Kitab al-Hawamil
wal-Shawamil »,  in  Studia
Islamica, Vol. X1V, 1961, pp. 73-
108, and Vol. XV, 1961, pp. 63-
87.

Mohammed Arkoun, Naz‘at al-
ansana fi al-fikr al-‘arabi: djil

157

Miskawayh wa al-Tawhidi, trans.
Hashim  Salah, Dar al-Sakj,
Beyrouth, 1997.

Mohammad Tahar Mansouri, Al-
Hayat al-diniyya fi Bizanta mina
al-inbi‘ath  ila al-karifa ma‘a
Riama, Dar Amal li-alnashir wa al-
tawzi", Sfax, 2003.

Ramsay MacMullen, Paganism in
the Roman  Empire, Yale
University Press, New Haven and
London, 1981.

Riyad Hammuda Hassen, Al-
Birani wa dawruhu fi al-kitaba al-
tarikhiyya, a Thesis submitted to
the University of Jordan for the
degree of doctor of history,
supervised by °Abd al-‘Aziz al-
Dir1, University of Jordan, 2008.
Patrick Manning, «The Problem
of Interactions in World History»,

in  The American Historical
Review, Vol. 101, N. 3, June 1996,
pp. 771-782.

Paul Lemerle, Histoire de
Byzance, coll. «Que sais-je ?»,
PUF, Paris, 1948.

Paul Lemerle, Le premier
humanisme Dbyzantin : Notes et

remarques sur enseignement et
culture & Byzance des origines au

X° siecle, (Bibliothéque
Byzantine, Etudes — 6), PUF,
Paris, 1971.

Peter John Rhodes, A History of
the Classical Greek World: 478-
323 B.C., Blackwell Publishing,
Oxford, 2006.



2024 b GBI 558729 sadl  Lelaa¥y 2t Ll 4l A
ISSN:2707-8191(online) ISSN: 2707-8183(prent)

Pierre Chuvin, Chronique des
derniers paiens: La disparition
du paganisme dans [’Empire
romain du regne de Constantin a
celui de Justinien, Fayard, Paris,
1990.

Saber Mansouri, «Perses, Grecs et
Romains dans les écrits arabes du
Moyen-Age: histoires proches et
histoires lointaines», in Dialogues
d’histoire ancienne, Vol. 24, n°2,
1998, pp. 137-158.

Stéphane Gibert, «Les enjeux
renouvelés d’un probléeme
fondamental: la peériodisation en
histoire », in ATALA Cultures et
sciences  humaines n° 17,
«Deécouper le temps - Actualité de
la périodisation en histoire», 2014,
pp. 7-31.

Tarif Khalidi, Islamic
Historiography: The Histories of
Mas‘iidr, State University of New
York Press, New York, 1975.
Tarif Khalidi, «Reflections on
Periodisation in Arabic
Historiography», in The Medieval
History Journal, 1, 1, 1998, pp.
107-124.

Théophile Obenga, L’Egypte, la
Grece et [’école d’Alexandrie.
Histoire  interculturelle  dans
[’antiquiteé Aux sources
égyptiennes de la philosophie
grecque, I’Harmattan, Paris, 2005.
Timothy  Venning, with an
introduction by Jonathan Harris, A
Chronology of the Byzantine

158

Empire, Palgrave Macmillan, New
York, 2006.



2024 4Ly GBI 5829 sudl LelerWly 2 Wl Lyl 3,0 2t
ISSN:2707-8191(online) ISSN: 2707-8183(prent)

S e e il At Las '\i@ﬂ"ﬁ\@*\*m

J2 Lae Lo o Y1 e o) o8 agt Lo Laiidl
g gaad Ao el ALl Loie G ) Jso Z'LL
39 dos iy Y (sagaad) (s il VA ) S
g3y I M) g Ll (5,50 Lo yn g
o o W o) (s2laBY) W) dar gy &3 5audd]
A sl ) o G Tl dogndl s
Lol o palsn W35 0 de b dpo e
S e Wi i o Kl uiliy &390l
cple SCa0 ol BN s de e ol
@WW&BMM e? e s ol ol ol S
Aol Sl A gl J*“OJM\C?J"JJE‘\‘J-’

u&?wmjﬂ%ywwbl\owc dy s o)

Ll - 2 Jaal) BNl plas (B e A
O L) - L s el sieal) S
Ao Myt -4l

Summary)
(

Center for Basra /Albasrah university
and Gulf
A /Qatari-Saudi relations (1974-2017)
study of political developments
Research submitted by. Dr. Ali Gouda
Subeih Al-Maliki
To the Third International Conference on
the Humanities and Social Sciences of the
Ninth Union of the International Union of
Historians, held under the title (Readings
in History, Culture, Society, and the

157

(2017-1974) {d9nudl — & Jadll syl
Gpmalad) Oyl (3 Al

&UA obJ’- ‘)b r ‘
l.\; : u\“ﬁ J{J'“/ 5 pard) das

(uasill)

il o 3 Al Sl 6 gt
Sl Baaiaie DY, Slel o sumle,
ol 5y daas¥) 320 oo o Ul
s el a3y ol gl ) o,
hasldl OB dal fe (D ey
Qh_..u\ é;\ﬂ\ ey bl Jed on &by,
M\ J5 oo ol 51, g e S
ol 23 Ly A1 Oldaslly (5,51
;\ Slelll A Jd Lo gl plall o4
Ja sl o) ad Jlger syt e
BUIER: = asNa) Ol Jadll e \_mj«f\;
Al Les gt Jull 4 el pall
DYy Selpall ells ey eyl Y1,
Jyo by dysgacdl 4o jall a0l oy ML
Shewly ASI) e dsgad) sl ot
Ll 3V asblay a9 (silly by saol) 4y 54l
1974
ac$ e I e by gl o OV
) o5 Se lely Eaudl iz ses a3y
slaudl 3 i) ek JL G 35 SO g5V,
pat L Ly p Ddlasaly (5,531 ol Lo et



2024 4Ly GBI 5829 sudl LelerWly 2 Wl Lyl 3,0 2t
ISSN:2707-8191(online) ISSN: 2707-8183(prent)

The dispute between Saudi Arabia and
Qatar is not the first of its kind. Modern
history has witnessed repeated disputes
from time to time. Every country in the
world has a desire to control and dominate
other countries and exploit their wealth in
a way that serves its interests, especially
since Qatar possesses natural resources of
gas and oil, which makes it the richest
country on Earth. Which made it the
subject of the ambitions of neighboring
countries, led by the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. Also, the Qatari-Saudi dispute
does not stop at the limits of one country’s
hegemony over another, but rather
extends to Saudi Arabia’s standing in the
way of economic investment in the State
of Qatar, as Saudi Arabia represents a
profound obstacle to Qatari exports.
Therefore, the State of Qatar worked on
the necessity of getting rid of Saudi
dependency and establishing a foreign
policy independent of the Gulf ranks, and

it worked to expand its international

relations in general.

Human Sciences) in Sharjah / February

2024
The history of international relations in
the twentieth century and beyond
witnessed conflicts and disagreements with
multiple causes and motives between the
countries of the Middle East in general
and the Arab Gulf countries in particular.
These disagreements cast a shadow on the
nature of political and economic relations
between the countries of the region, which
required a lot of effort and time for
intervention by other countries and
organizations. International organizations,
including the United Nations, for the
purpose of making diligent efforts to
resolve these conflicts, or at least reduce
them to the minimum that reduces their
impact on the countries concerned and
prevents the spread of the effects of
conflicts to neighboring countries, which
threatens international peace and security.
Among these conflicts and disputes is the
dispute between the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and Qatar over the Al-Khufus
border area between the Kingdom, the
United Arab Emirates and Qatar, which

dates back to the year 1974.
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An Assessment of the Iragi EFL
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Abstract

This study aimed at Measuring
English language speaking proficiency
of Iragi EFL student- teachers according
to the ACTFL guidelines. Besides,
assessing this proficiency of Iragi EFL
Student- Teachers at the Colleges of
Education According to The ACTFL

guidelines. The research used a
descriptive analytical method. The
researcher designs a checklist that

sought to collect data relevant to process
the study.

The population of the study consists
of the fourth-year students at the
Departments of English, Colleges of
Basic Education, for the academic year
2022-2023. These colleges are at
University of Misan, Al-Mustansiriya
University, University of Babylon,
University of Diayla, Tikrit University,
and university of Musol, the total
number of the population is 1127. a
sample of (63) student-teachers has been
selected randomly from the English
departments at the colleges of basic
education at Al- Mustansiriya university,
University of Babylon, and University of
Misan.

The findings of this study show that
Iragi EFL student-teachers do not
develop their linguistic proficiency
through self-development and there is a
clear weakness in the Iraqi EFL student-
teachers' linguistic proficiency.
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1.Problem of the Study and its

Significance:

The necessity for English as a
foreign language has induced notable
transformations in the requirements of
many educational systems globally.
Consequently, critical aspects of English

teaching, such as curriculum,
methodology, and evaluation, have
garnered substantial importance
worldwide.

Nunan (1992:44) asserts that the
nature of language and language learning
encompasses a broad range of diverse
and sometimes conflicting  views.
Curriculum developers must consider
and respond to data from various
sources, including learners, teachers, and
specialists in the field.

Annually, hundreds of students
enter classrooms, commencing one of
their final experiences before assuming
the role of classroom teachers. A well-
executed student teaching experience has
the potential to refine a prospective
teacher and foster a mutually beneficial
and cooperative dynamic among the
student, student-teacher, cooperating
teacher, and the cooperating school.

In today's globalized context,
achieving high levels of language
proficiency is imperative for effective
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communication  (ACTFL, 2012:15;
Swender, 2003:32). Language programs
aiming to equip students with language
skills for real-world settings must
establish a framework to define and
measure the abstract concept of language
proficiency. The researcher, drawing on
past experiences supervising student-

teachers, noted deficiencies in their

speaking proficiency.

1.2 Aims of the Study:

This study aims at:

1. Measuring English language
speaking proficiency of Iraqi EFL
student- teachers according the
ACTFL guidelines.

2. Evaluating the English language

speaking proficiency of Iraqi EFL
Student- Teachers at the Colleges of
Basic Education According to The
ACTFL guidelines

1.3 Limits of the Study:

This study is limited to:

1. EFL student-teachers at the academic
year 2022-2023.

2. English language speaking
proficiency for the EFL student-
teachers according to the ACTFL
guidelines.

3. EFL student-teachers at the English
Departments at the Colleges of
Education at the Universities of
Misan , Babylon and Al-
Mustansiriya.

1.4. Procedures

The following steps will be conducted to

achieve the aims of the present study:



2024 4y BB 558729 sl skl AWl lulpall Ayl A
ISSN:2707-8191(online) ISSN: 2707-8183(prent)

1. A sample of EFL student teachers
will be selected for the study.

2. A checklist will be constructed as the
instrument of the study.

3. Validity and reliability of the
instruments  will  be  specified
statistically.

4. Appropriate statistical means will be
used for deriving and discussing the
results obtained.

1.5. Value of the Study:
This study is hoped to be beneficial for:

1. Policy makers in framing important
policies to enhance standard of
English language in the country.

2. lragi EFL Student-teachers teaching
practicing may develop their teaching
performance through making use of
the current study as a core text for
skill — oriented course with practical
Proficiency focus. The skills dealt
with in this study may be thought of
as minimum repertoire that all
teachers should acquire.

3. Helping lIragi EFL student-teachers
notice and respond to both strong and
weak aspects of their teaching. They
could get the benefits from the
suggested.

2.Literature Review

2.1. ACTFL

Believing in the intrinsic importance
of language and communication in the
human experience, ACTFL emphasizes
the necessity for the U.S. to cultivate
indigenous, immigrant, and global
language  resources.  Additionally,
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ACTFL advocates for the education of
students to be linguistically and
culturally prepared as global citizens.
Positioned uniquely to lead in this
endeavor, ACTFL focuses on specific
actions, including:

- Addressing the needs of language
professionals.

- Ensuring an organization that is
dynamic and responsive.

- Proactively engaging in advocacy
and outreach.

- Working towards a language-
teaching profession that mirrors the
racial, ethnic, and linguistic diversity of
U.S. society.

- Promoting research that plays a role in
shaping professional programs and
enhancing the overall quality of
language teaching and learning.

The Standards of the American
Council for the Teaching of Foreign
Languages:

The national standards for foreign
language education revolve around five
core elements known as the five Cs of
foreign language education:
Communication, Cultures, Connections,
Comparisons, and Communities (Blaz,
2013:35).

Under the category of Communication, it
is recommended to address oral, written,
listening, and presentational activities. It
Is advisable to begin by reviewing the
text and workbook for activities that
engage in the oral production of the
target language (interpersonal mode) and
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presenting it to others (presentational
mode).

Figure: (1) Evaluation details of the
sub-standard: Oral Production and
Presentation Questions

* Cultures: Acquire Knowledge and
Insight into  Other Cultures by
considering the three Ps of Culture—
Practices, Products, and Perspectives.
Start by exploring various visuals such
as overheads, book illustrations, or
videos.

- Standard 2.1: (Culture Questions for
Visual Materials)

- Standard 2.2: (Questions about
Cultural Content)

* Comparisons: Identify sections that
draw comparisons between the foreign
language and English.

3.The Procedures

3.1. Population and Sample of the
Study

A population refers to a collection of
items or individuals with shared and
observable characteristics from which a
sample can be drawn. Conversely, a
sample is a selected group of individuals
chosen to represent a population
(Richards and Schmidt, 2010:506).The
population of the study consists of the
fourth-year students at the Departments
of English, Colleges of Education, for
the academic year 2022-2023. These
colleges are at University of Misan, Al-
Mustansiriya University, University of
Babylon, University of Diayla, Tikrit
University, and university of Musol, the
total number of the population is 1127.

3.2. Instrument of the Study

To achieve the aims of the current
study a checklist has been constructed to
be the essential instrument that used to
assess student teachers' proficiencies.
The method used in this study is
descriptive qualitative method.

3.3. Construction of Checklist

The checklist method is an
instrument that helps to evaluate student
teachers in an effective and practical
way. This device helps to ensure the
consideration of the important aspects of
the act observed (Moore, 2007, p.351).
Gronlund (1981:325) states, "A checklist
is basically a method of recording
whether a characteristic is present or
absent".

3.4. Validity of the Checklist

The term validity, in fact, has been
viewed differently in the field of
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ELT. To this, Harris (1969: 19) puts
his view of validity within two
questions:

1. "What precisely does the test
measure?

2. How well does the test measure?"

Besides, Brown (2000:221)
considers validity as "The degree to
which the test actually measures what
Is intended to measure".

Two types of validity are
considered in the present research:
Face validity and construct validity.
To estimate the validity of the
checklist, construct validity and face
validity have been considered.

3.4.2.1. Face Validity

Face validity serves as the suitable
method to ascertain the checklist's
validity for the current study's
objectives.  According to Lado
(1964:169), it represents the "degree
to which a test measures what it
claims to measure." McNamra
(2000:133) defines face validity as
meeting  the  expectations  of
stakeholders such as administrators,
teachers, candidates, and test score
users.

Wallen and Fraenkel (2011, 89)
highlight face validity as a judgment
made by acknowledged experts on
the measured variable.
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To assess construct validity,
the correlation between each item's
score and the overall checklist score
iIs calculated wusing the Pearson
Correlation Coefficient Formula. This
correlation indicates item
homogeneity and serves as a measure
of their validity in capturing the
phenomenon (Al-Zoubani et al.,,
1981:43).

4. Analysis of Data and Discussion of

Results

To achieve the first aim of this
current study; i.e., measuring of the
English language proficiency of The
Iraqi EFL Student Teachers at the
Colleges of Basic  Education
According to the ACTFL, table (1)
below shows the descriptive statistics
of results related to the language
proficiency.

Table 1

The Ranking Order and the Weighted
Mean of the language proficiency of

The Iraqi EFL Student Teachers at
the Colleges of Basic Education
According to the ACTFL

Weighted

Item No. The item Rank order Percentile

Weighted Means

11 2.78 55.6

As it is seen from the table (1)
above, the weighted mean of the
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speaking is (3.06) and its weighted
percentile is (61.18).

The Speaking Proficiency

From the inspection of table (1) it
Is indicated that this area is statistically
significant, since the average weighted
mean is (3.06) which is higher than the
theoretical mean (3). The ranking order
and the weighted mean of this area is
arranged respectively as follow: the
items (12, 10, 8, 11, and 9) take the
weighted means (3.63, 3.42, 3.33, 3.22,
and 3.17) respectively, which are higher
than the theoretical mean. These items
are related to: " His pronunciation,
vocabulary, and syntax may be strongly
influenced by his native language", "He
can use communication strategies, such
as paraphrasing, circumlocution and
illustrations”, " He tends to function
reactively, for example, by responding to
direct questions or requests for
information”, " He can ask a few
appropriate questions”, "His discourse
may still reflect the oral structure of his
own language rather than that of the
target language".

Table (2)

The Ranking Order and the Weighted Means of the Items Related to the 'S;

peaking Proficiency"

e Rank | Weighted || Weighted
tem No: Sucten order Means Percentile
1 He can present hls opinions in 1 278 55.6

social and political issues
He can use cultural and historical
2 references to say less and mean 10 2.82 56.4
more
— -
3 He can be understood by native 9 2.86 572
sgeakers
He can discuss, abstractly, some
4 topics related to personal interests 7 2.92 584
and special fields of expertise
He can explain in detail and narrate
5 fully and accurately in all time 6 2.96 59.2
frames
6 He. can use h_\'pol'hcllul.dluounse 8 2.89 578
for representational discourse
He can communicate with fluency
7 . and a?cufacy in formal and 12 271 542
informal settings from concrete and
abstract perspectives
He tends to function reactively, for
8 example, hw responding to direct 3 333 66.6
questions or requests for
information
His discourse may still reflect the
oral structure of his own language &
2 rather than that of the target 2 317 634
language
He can use communication
10 strategies, such as paraphrasing, 2 3.42 68.4
circumlocution and illustrations
He can ask a few appropriate
1 Questions 4 322 64.4
His pronunciation, vocabulary, and
12 syntax may be strongly influenced 1 3.63 72.6
by his native language
80
= 70
I 60
| 50
W Rank order ‘
t 40
M Weighted Means | ‘
8 Weighted percentile | ‘ 30
i t 20
‘ i l 0
Ll | W | 0
6 5 a4 3 2 1
Figure: (3)

Figure: (3)

The Ranking Order and the Weighted
Means of the Items Related to the

""Speaking Proficiency""

On the other hand, items (5, 4, 6, 3, 2,

1 and 7) are not statistically significant

since they take the weighted means

(2.96, 2.92, 2.89, 2.86, 2.82, 2.78, and
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2.71) which are lower than theoretical
mean , these items are related to "He
can explain in detail and narrate fully
and accurately in all time frames", "He
can discuss, abstractly, some topics
related to personal interests and special
fields of expertise”, ", "He can use
hypothetical discourse for
representational discourse”, "He can
be understood by native speakers", "He
can use cultural and historical
references to say less and mean
more"," He can present his opinions in
social and political issues" and " He
can communicate with fluency and
accuracy in formal and informal
settings from concrete and abstract

perspectives".

Iragi EFL student-teachers may
face deficiencies in speaking English
for several reasons:

1. Limited English  Language

Exposure in Iraqi Society:
The limited exposure to English
language outside the classroom
environment in lragi society
restricts opportunities for student-
teachers to practice and reinforce
their speaking Proficiency. This
lack of  exposure  further
contributes to their inadequate
speaking proficiency.

2. Traditional Teaching Methods:
The prevalent use of traditional
teaching methods in Iragi EFL
classrooms often focuses on rote
memorization and grammar drills,
neglecting the development of
speaking Proficiency. This

195

. Sociolinguistic

pedagogical approach fails to
provide student-teachers with
ample opportunities to practice
and refine their speaking abilities.

. Limited Speaking Practice in

Teacher Education Programs:
Teacher education programs in
Irag often prioritize theoretical
knowledge over practical
application, resulting in limited
opportunities for student-teachers
to engage in authentic speaking

practice.  The  absence  of
communicative  activities and
speaking  assessments  further

hinders their speaking proficiency
development.

Constraints:
Sociolinguistic factors, such as
cultural norms and societal
expectations, can Create
inhibitions and anxiety among
Iragi EFL student-teachers when
speaking English. Fear of making
mistakes or being judged by peers
and superiors can significantly
impede their willingness to engage
in oral communication.

. Insufficient Vocabulary and
Grammar Knowledge:
Inadequate ~ vocabulary  and
grammar knowledge pose

significant challenges for Iraqi
EFL  student-teachers  when
attempting to express themselves
fluently and accurately. Limited
lexical resources and grammatical
accuracy impede their ability to
convey complex ideas and engage
in meaningful conversations.
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Interaction: In some
cases, the classroom environment
does not facilitate sufficient
opportunities for students to
engage in authentic conversations
and meaningful interactions in
English. Large class sizes can
limit individual speaking time.

. Emphasis on Written
Proficiency: Teaching methods or
curricula  may place more
emphasis on reading and writing
Proficiencies, leaving speaking
Proficiency underdeveloped.
Besides, the focus is on high-
stakes examinations and
assessments, which often

3. Language

use of CLT methodologies that
prioritize real communication,
role-playing, and  authentic
interactions in the classroom.
This approach encourages
students to use English for
practical purposes.

2. Speaking-Centered Curriculum:

Revise the curriculum to allocate
more time and focus to speaking
Proficiency. Incorporate
structured speaking tasks, debates,
and discussions to provide
opportunities for students to
express themselves orally.

Labs and Technology:
Invest in language labs equipped with

prioritize written tests over oral
assessments, can lead to a neglect

modern technology and software for
improving speaking proficiency. These
tools can facilitate audio and video

of speaking Proficiency.

. Pronunciation Differences:
Differences between Arabic and
English pronunciation can affect
their ability to speak clearly and
be understood.

. Limited Resources: A shortage of
language labs, audiovisual
materials, and modern teaching
resources can impede the
integration of speaking activities
into the curriculum.

practice, pronunciation feedback, and

interactive language learning apps.

4. Professional Development for

Teachers:  Provide ongoing
training and professional
development opportunities for
EFL instructors to enhance their
ability to teach speaking skill
effectively. Training programs
can include methodologies for
fostering speaking proficiency.

5. Incorporate Pronunciation and
Accent  Training: Include
pronunciation and accent training
as part of the curriculum. Help
students improve their
pronunciation by focusing on
common pronunciation
challenges and accent reduction
techniques.

To enhance speaking proficiency
among lragi EFL student-teachers,
there are some suggestions to develop
this proficiency of Iragi EFL student-
teachers:

1. Communicative Language
Teaching (CLT): Emphasize the
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6. Authentic Materials and
Contexts: Use authentic
materials, such as news articles,
podcasts, and films, to expose
students to real-world contexts
and accents. This can help bridge
the gap between classroom
learning and the outside world.

7. Language Exchange Programs:
Establish language exchange
programs or partnerships with
native English speakers or
English-speaking countries. This
provides students with
opportunities for real
conversations in English.

8. Encourage Extracurricular
Activities: Promote extracurricular
clubs, speaking competitions, or
language-related events to motivate
students to engage in speaking
practice outside the classroom.

9. Encourage Error Tolerance:
Create an environment where
students are encouraged to speak
without the fear of making
mistakes. Stress that mistakes are
part of the learning process and
provide constructive feedback

10. Cultural Exchange: Integrate
cultural exchange components into
the curriculum, allowing students to
not only practice speaking but also
learn about the cultural aspects of
English-speaking countries.

11. Continuous Assessment:
Implement regular speaking
assessments as part of the grading
system, providing students with
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clear objectives and feedback to
monitor their speaking progress

5. Conclusions

The outcomes derived from this
comprehensive study vyield critical
insights  that  bear  substantial
implications for the landscape of
English as a Foreign Language (EFL)
education in lrag. Foremost among
these revelations is the discernible
imperative for the provision of a
meticulously crafted and
contemporaneously informed training
program tailored to the specific needs
of lragi EFL student-teachers. The
efficacy of these educators in
executing  pedagogical  strategies
within the dynamic classroom milieu
Is contingent upon the infusion of such
a program, which addresses the
nuances and demands of the
educational context.

A more profound exploration into
the research findings uncovers a
significant lacuna in the linguistic
proficiency exhibited by Iraqi EFL
student teachers. This deficiency,
elucidated through a  rigorous
evaluative lens, underscores a notable
gap that warrants systematic attention
and remediation within the broader
educational framework. The
manifestation of suboptimal linguistic
competence among this academic
cohort substantiates the necessity for
targeted interventions and pedagogical
enhancements to uplift their language
proficiency to the desired standards.
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Additionally, a nuanced
observation surfaces concerning the

proclivity of Iraqi EFL student
teachers towards self-directed
linguistic development. The study

illuminates a prevailing trend wherein

autonomous efforts to augment
linguistic proficiency are
conspicuously lacking among this
cohort. The identification of this

inclination, or lack thereof, toward
self-development becomes pivotal in
shaping strategies for educational
improvement.
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