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* Abdelhamid Hénia, Propriété et stratégies
sociales a Tunis (16- 19 siecle), Faculté des
sciences humaines et sociales de Tunis, 1999, p.9

> Abdelhamid Hénia, « Les terres mortes de la
Tunisie utile et les nouvelles stratégies foncieres a
I’époque moderne », In: REMMM, Edisud, N 79-
80, 1996, pp. 127- 142.
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Résumé:

Les peuples de [I'ancien Maghreb
connaissaient de nombreuses religions et
pratiquaient de nombreux rituels de
dévotion en persuadant leurs dieux de
craindre leur colére. Il ne fait aucun doute
que tout ce qui est créé par 'homme n'est
que le reflet de son milieu de vie, de sa
facon de penser et de son étroite
association avec ce que ses prédécesseurs
Cela a permis a [larchéologue de
rechercher plus facilement la vérité sur cet
homme ancien.

Ce qui n'est pas mentionné dans la
relation entre le vieil homme et son
association étroite avec ses croyances et sa
peur de la mort, il a donc consacré tous ses
biens et sa vie en I'honneur de ses dieux

afin d'éviter I'indignation et la colére

contre lui, et le vieil homme eurasien fait
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partie du vieux Maghreb, ou en d'autres
termes, que I'homme eurasien a la méme
caractéristique. Culturel et religieux, c’est
aussi le caractére sacré de phénomeénes
naturels tels que les montagnes, les
grottes et les rivieres, et l'esclave des
animaux en lion et en I'absence d’autres
croyances paiennes qui se répandent
largement dans les régions eurasiennes.
Parmi ceux-ci, nous avons consacré notre
étude au culte de l'eau dans les Aurés et
aux rituels de culte les plus importants
pratiqués par l'ancien homme eurasien.
Ces croyances ont perduré jusqu'a la
période  romaine, et  d'énormes
monuments ont été établis en I'honneur
du culte de 'eau ou de la consécration de
la déesse gardienne et gardienne de cette
eau bénite.

Quelles sont les formes d'un tel culte?
Quels sont les rituels de dévotion les plus
importants pratiqués? Quels sont les
ont été

dieux des monuments

qui
construits pour consacrer ce culte?
les mots clés: 'ancien Maghreb, Rituels de
dévotion, Bouganga, Aqua saptimiana.
doddo
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order to unify the Maghrebian people
who share many factures that help in
realizing this project which appeared in
the begining of the the 50's by
establishing the Maghrebian liberation
army to unify the Magerib Arab against
the colony and invaders and get liberty

and independence.
these

But

attempts of Maghreb

unification were reduced after the
independence of Tunisia and Moroco in
1956 in addition to the temptation of the
Despite of the attepmts of Tanja
conference in 1958 to save the project of
Al Ibrahimi  especialy afer the
independence of Algeria in 1962 and
there was no image to the future of
from the

Maghreib unification

Maghrebian lebiration movements .
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Abstract

This study discusses an important political
event which had an impact on the course
of the historical events in Oman in the 12
AH/ 18 AD century. This event occured
when Saif bin Sultan bin Saif Al- Ya'arubi
rebelled against his brother the Imam
Balarab to force him to step down. To
achieve this aim, Saif sieged Balarab in
Yabrin Fort till he passed away in
1105AH/1693AD.

This study also sheds light on the reasons
that led to this conflict, the sequence
incidents and results  which emerged
later. Since the backbone of Imamate
political system is the Constitutional Body
(Ahl alhal Wa Alaqd), the study talked
about the stand taken by this body against
what happened. The constitutional body
was divided into two groups, one was the

Imam and the other one was with Saif.
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There must be several factors that
have led to the creation of religious
belief in its first ideas, including the
surprise of the incidents that come
by chance or the horrors and awe of
death or events that is beyond the
ability of the human understanding
or perception, including the hope for
the help of gods and the fulfillment
of demands and giving thanks for
the good that comes from them .

The creed of religion has been
integrated with man since its
inception. Exploration, studies and
studies have shown that human
beings, since ancient times in the
past, lived in the caves and caves of
the mountains. They lived on a
combination of plants, fruits and
maisads. After a bitter effort, some
members of the human groups went
victim to their suffering. Their fight
against wild animals Which he lived
on, we say that this man has buried
his death has built around the graves
large stones and roof and there are
other indications that he was buried
dead in a certain direction and put
beside them the tools they used in
their lives of weapons and others,
and studies have proved that The
communities that inhabited the caves
of Shanidar in northern Iraq were
buried in the caves where they lived
and scattered the flowers over the
bodies of the dead, which
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The Religious Thought in
Ancient lraqg

Assist .prof .Dr
HASAN KADHIM DAKHEEL

Religion means obedience, worship,
subjugation and piety. Religion is
for God and governance : if
someone adopts a religion or creed it
means that he/she believes or used to
or take as a conduct. This definition
of religion or religion may be,
among many other definitions that
are finally applied in this sense and
context. In sum, the word religion
refers to a relationship between two
parties who magnify and surrender
to each other.(1)

Some researchers also point out that
this word means submission to
forces that cannot be perceived or
believed in spiritual beings, as James
Fraser defines it as the appeasement
and seeking appeasement from
powers more sublime than man.

There comes also a definition of one
of the researchers, namely Jung,
which is shared by many
theologians. The definition is as
follows: religious experience or
religion is subordination to higher
powers than ourselves.



ISSN:2707-8183

Before the age of man is long, the
majority of people die because of the
beatings of animals that attack them
or the assault of their sex on them or
their illness. Therefore, the ancient
man believed that supernatural
beings are causing him death or
disease or hunger, fear of death and
the consequences of  serious
incidents and surprise of things that
he could not recognize and evoke
the gods and conceived by causing
these disasters to gain satisfaction or
to pay her or to thank her for the
benefits of good All these things
were combined in the creation of
religious belief and contributed to
the configurations. (3)

When man cultivated and harvested
crops, he linked the fertile soil and
the growth of plants with the gods,
which he considered the source of
fertility. He believed in it and
sculpted it (Genome) in a manner
that represented the  mother
goddesses. Many of these goddesses
were found, Highlight and amplify

female organs as a sign of
fertilization. The presence of
religious thought in the first
agricultural settlements IS

emphasized by their attention to the
ways in which they were buried.
They were buried under the floors of
the houses in simple pits. The bodies
were as monotonous as the embryo
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unequivocally confirms the
existence of some type of religious
thought, albeit primitive, that the
burial according to the ritual
indicates that humans were seeking
that good and fear evil It may be
right to say that thought This
religion was naive characterized by
fear, hope and fear of the disastrous
aspects of nature and hope of
benevolent manifestations . (2)

Among the social institutions is an
institution that is comparable to the
authority of religion in its control of
individuals and their rejection and

restrain  their instincts whether
primitive or civilized: primitive
religions, despite their naivete,

divide things into two groups: one
that is deprived and the other one.
And if we study the old and current
religions in different situations and
universes, we see that religion orders
and forbidding some of them certain
actions and orders each other to do
other work and the imperative
requirement is the interest and the
good of mankind as the religion
psychological aspects encourage
people to the possibility of
calamities and steadfastness in the
calamities and help him to be
optimistic The primitive life was
fraught with dangers and disasters. It
iIs rare for human death in these
circumstances to be a natural death.
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possible to determine the level of
social awareness of these primitive
groups, and the study of some of the
human remains that he left in his
caves which reflected the presence
of certain kind of religious rituals
performed by man. Moreover, some
researchers went on to believe that
some of these caves and shrines
were dedicated to worship and the
practice of religious rituals. Our
knowledge of religious thought
increased during the historical ages,
especially after the discovery of a
large  collection of religious
documents after learning to write in
ancient human settlements. Most of
the Near East and other countries
have become an important source
for scholars in the history of
religion. It has been found in almost
half a million cuneiform documents,
including 10,000 full or broken clay
figurines  with  legends, epics,
hymns, prayers and religious
proverbs in Sumerian and Acadians,
and a few of them in Hittite,
Ugaritic, Hoorish  and  other
languages. There are signs from
many cuneiform texts confirming
that the Sumerians had thought a lot
and pondered in detail over the
nature and origin of the universe and
how it arose. There are indications
that the Sumerians in the third
millennium BC  described the
foundations of religion and that
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in the mother's womb, as was found
in the wvillage of Umm al-
Dabbaghiya and Hassouna,. And

through the effects left by the
agricultural civilizations of
demography,  researchers  have

confirmed that the inhabitants have
sanctified the manifestations of
fertility and everything helps to the
abundance of production in life and
have symbolized the worship of
puppets picture of the Mother
Goddess and why the people of
these civilizations to  worship
fertility is due to it was the main
factor Which controls their lives as
long as the amount of rain is
sufficient for the growth of planting,
the abundant production can be
achieved only  through  the
availability of the fertility factor in
the ground and the fluctuation of
rainfall in the area south of the rain
line and the adoption of plants and
animals on the water has grown the
idea of fertility, Z finally to the
emergence of a new religious idea
based in the rituals on the sanctity of
nature and factors to consider water
as the basis of life. (4)

The study of some of the relics of
prehistoric times has led researchers
to understand some of the
manifestations that reflected the
religious thought and belief of the
man of those ages. It was also
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that regulate the affairs of the
universe and life on Earth and the
gods in the opinion of these thinkers
are creatures that resemble humans
in terms of physical and spiritual
qualities, but are superior to humans
because they are distinguished by
immortality. The Sumerians also
envision the universe as a kingdom
ruled by god and these gods
managed their affairs that human
beings have to obey only .(7)

As a result of the vital close
connection of humans to nature and
its manifestations and phenomena |,
the old Iraqgi made his gods
representing natural phenomena and
the universe around him such as sun
, moon , stars , planets , water, land ,
air and sky in addition to other gods
such as love , war , vegetation
,spring ,thunder , lightning and
others, . So the heavens have settled
by hundreds of creatures ( semi-
super humans) each has especial
activity such as walking on the sky
dominating on the air and the third
on fresh water and so on until we
reach the humble idols responsible
for plowing, bricks, granite, writing,
the artsand soon ) .

The same is true of ancient Egyptian
religion, in addition to the principle
of analogy in the sense that these
gods are spiritually and materially
similar to humans but differ in terms
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these foundations later became the
basis of religious norms and laws in
the ancient Near Easte region, but
the Sumerians did not codify their
religious knowledge in the form of
rules and laws, but in their literary
works, which they left us on clay
tablets such as epics and legends . ©

The principle of evolution that may
control all human products, whether
material or intellectual once, makes
as say that religious beliefs for the
period of historical times must be
divergent from the beliefs that
prevailed during the era of the first
agricultural villages that spread in
the northern region of Iraq during
the period between 8000 - 5000 BC.
As long as we believe that the origin
of the people who inhabited its
southern part its formation in the late
sixth millennium BC, is represented
in the areas covered by these
agricultural civilizations . (6)

All of these ideas and religious
views were formulated by the early
thinkers in the form of legends and
poetry. Some scholars have
explained the tendency of man to
mythological thought to a set of
environmental customs and
influences that control his thinking
in subject and form .

The most important of these beliefs
Is the existence of a group of gods
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greatest cultural invention emerged
in the middle of the fourth
millennium BC. (9)

When the need arose to write the
imports of the Temples and their
properties in the final stages of the
Warka era This was not the Goddess
of Mesopotamia with equal status or
status. Some of them were relatively
insignificant. They were assigned a
chapel located in a corner of a street.
Others were limited to the cities in
which they worshiped, such as
Zebaya, the protector of Kish.
Others were of great importance. A
certain city except that it was
worshiped The goddess of the moon
mass such as the straitjacket of Nana
(age) in the city of Ur and God .

The Sun (Otto) or Shamsh in Spar
and Larsa and | or Ishtar god of war
and love in Ork and Spar . (10)

According to the legends, the
Council of God or the complex of
the old goddess of Iraq or Almatlq
(Pantheon) is a complete system of
installation and you have a specific
role to replace any That the gods in
it constitute an integrated pattern
ascending in accordance with their
importance and ability.(11)

As they are related to each other
according to the center occupied by
each of them in that ascending
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of immortality and ability and this is
the principle of analogy in the sense
that , the gods in the old Iraqi
society practiced all the activities
and activities carried out by humans,
such as food, dress, marriage and
banqueting as it likes and hate and
get angry and fight among
themselves, that the community of
gods has become very similar to
human society in its combinations
And its practice.(8) The term
(uniqueness) is another trend that
distinguishes the old Iraqi religion in
some historical periods in the case of
the rise of the Shan local god, that is,
the city god becomes a public wave,
but without renouncing the worship
of other gods, this did not reach the
religion of Mesopotamia civilization
to the principle of uniqueness In all
its history, it has been proved that
the oldest public buildings that were
concentrated around the first
settlements in the sedimentary plain
were the temples that continued to
develop in size, form and number in
the following historical roles. The
temple was the center of the village
and then the city when the villages
developed into cities, The course of
her religious life and the economy
The center of urban life in the
civilization of Mesopotamia since
the emergence of the first
settlements in the sedimentary plain
in the fifth millennium BC. The
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because of his work on an idolatrous
act contrary to the ethics of his rape
of the goddess Nnilil, and the myth
depicts the prosecution of gods by
punishing him and sending him to
exile in the lower world. (13)

In the myth of the Sumerian
creation, it was said that the eternal
water created itself and that it was
the first substance from which all
things were created. They were
composed of two mixed elements of
water: fresh water (masculine) and
salty water (feminine). And after the
separation of heaven and earth from
each other, plants, animals, and
humans appeared on the earth, and
so life arose from the union of air,
water, earth, and the sun.

The Sumerians named the gods of
eternal water as  NAMU who
created herself and had a husband,
but his name is not known, and
Namu was born of heaven and earth.
And from the marriage of Enlil and
Nellil, the Son of the Moon was
born, and Nunal, the goddess of the
moon, and by her union, was born to
God, all of them appeared on the
earth and in another legend, man
was created from the blood of his
seed and from the dust of the earth.

The god Anu stands at the head of
Sumerian gods, and this body (Ann)
or (Ano) embodied the mighty
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ladder, the presence of one of the
gods or his absence and the extent of
the enjoyment of the authority and
status occupied by the said peace in
which the gods are organized.
Things depend on the extent to
which the appearance of God is
related to the life of the society. This
means that the process of theological
classification of the forces and the
invisible  events  behind the
phenomena took place after
navigation and the repetition of
observation according to the
principle that describes the laws of
nature, that is the human relationship
with nature and its forces For
example, the building of the divine
complex consists of two groups: the
first group represents the great or
great gods, which are met by the
small or lesser gods . (12)

And through the mythology | could
understand that the Council of Gods
was to perform the functions of the
ratification of the universe and any
gods and people to consider the
issues where the discussions are
conducted between them before the
issuance of sentences that reach the
extent of exile or death: a farmer in
the legend of Enlil and Nellil, while
reflecting the human nature of the
gods of Sumer. The noble god Enlil
Is the great deity and the owner of
the countries has been punished
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consideration of the depths of the
water in which the eyesight or even
to the human that the water is
characterized by the qualities of
intellectual depth and knowledge
and wisdom, so he was called the
father or master of wisdom and
knowledge. (17)

And this god occupied a great status
in the Sumerian gods .He has a
prominent role in many legends and
epics. One of the most prominent of
these legends is the myth of Anki —
Nunmakh which is the city of Ur
and as a major god, he has his
popularity and his worship spread in
other cities such as Uruk and Ur and
Larsa and many other cities. The
great Babylonian god, he Marduk
was one of his sons ).

In addition to the predecessors of the
gods that we spoke about, which is
based on the head of the Council of
God in ancient lIrag, there was
another group of gods associated
with the existence of a particular
dynasty or group of political power
in a particular city or a group of
cities composed of a state with its
extensions and its authority and
religious symbol since the beginning
of the second half from the third
millennium BC. We note the
transition of the leadership of the
Sumerian dynasties from the hands
of the religious authority to the
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figure of heaven and his temple is
located in Uruk. This deity was
originally the highest power in the
universe and the king and the father
of all other gods and his decisions
were not discussed and were not
contradicted . (14)

Enlil comes from the earth and
heaven, comes in importance after
his father Ano, the city of Nefer, and
for some reason he was elevated to
the highest position and became the
national god of all the lands of
Sumer and has several titles
including: the Great Mountain and
the owner of the tablets of fate.

This god had a close relationship to
agricultural life, which brings down
the rain and tells the fields and
orchards and was the god who
chooses the rulers of Sumer and puts
the crowns on their heads . (15)

The other god who comes in third
place in terms of importance after
Anu and Enlil in the complex of the
great gods in ancient lIraq is the god
Anki, which the islanders gave him
the name (Ay), which represents the
fresh water in its various forms,
whether rivers or rain or swamps,
which reflects the role of water in
achieving growth and fertility . (16)

It is attributed to him the intelligence
and skill, as the examination and
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the cure of diseases and the pursuit
of evil spirits as well as many other
attributes, and finally it is said that
this ggod is the Son of god Anki
(34) god Assyria, the national god of
the Assyrians. The meaning of its
name is not non as well as is origin .
(19)

However, researchers have noted
that the Assyrians since the
thirteenth century BC. likened him
to the god Enlil, the air god, and
they gave him the same titles as the
great mountain, the lord of the
countries and the father of god, and
because he represents the Assyrian
political  authority, he  was
considered the senter of the
destinies, the ruling god, the fighting
god and the god of wisdom. Finally,
Assyria was considered the husband
of the goddess Ishtar of Assyria.
(20)

After talking about the old Iraqi
God's Council and addressing the
most prominent gods and gods
representing the symbols of political
power in the country, we can see the
need to refer, even briefly, to some
of the issues of creation, man and
the universe because these topics are
of close relationship to religious
thought in ancient Irag so that it
reflected to us some of the human
perceptions in a vital and important
part of his life through which the
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hands of the political authority, a
move that was welcomed by the
religious authority itself because the
conditions of those dynasties then
needed military leadership rather
than religious leadership in order to
maintain and the protect its arable
lands, a large part of which belongs
to the ownership of the temple, ie,
the property of the religious
authority. The most prominent of
these gods is the god Nankersu - the
god of the city of Karsu, which is
called the city of Karsu. This city
does not represent any manifestation
of nature and is considered the god
of Fertility and master of the
agricultural land, which is the
underestimated the air of Enlil . (18)

Mardukh, the chief god of the city of
Babylon has his name of the
meaning the ‘“calf of the sun god.”

This god appeared since 2600 BC.
His name has been associated with
Babylon and its ruling dynasty as its
chief god since the time of the third
dynasty of Ur (2111 - 2003 BC).
With the great status of Babel during
the time of its great king Hammurabi
and the extension of his authority
over large areas of the country,
Murdoch also occupied the highest
position among all gods and became
a symbol of Babylonian political
power in addition to being
considered the God of wisdom and
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because Enlil was the god of air and
because the latter is the one who
brings rain, so we have seen its
effects visible in the northern part of
the country . (22)

The myths that confirm this trend in
relation to creation and god Enlil are
the myth of the spade or the creation
of the ax. This legend focuses on the
role of god Enlil in relation to the
universe and its organization as it
confirms that these god is
responsible for the process of
separation of the sky from the earth,
and know that the characteristics of
the air, expansion, and this extension
of the sky separated from the earth
and became the master of the earth,
which confirms that man sprang as
cannabis or planting from the earth,
which reflects a purely agricultural
concept . (22)

The myth of the cattle and the yield
and the god of Ashnan barley,
confirms that the gods did not
benefit from the creation of cattle
and yield only after the creation of
the human and a reference to the
creation of man without addressing
how it was created and other signals
confirmed that the Iragi man has not
acquired civilization and experience
since the creation. But rather he
moved gradually until he reached to
what it has become as it is.(23)
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researchers can draw a clear picture
of some of the social, ideological

and intellectual systems that
characterized the ancient Iraqi
civilization and made it at the

forefront of human civilizations in
terms of its ability create and
innovate. Therefore, the subject of
creation is one of the topics that
have occupied a large space in the
thinking of human beings since time
immemorial so we can see it has
been tried hard to interpret and
recognize the surrounding
phenomena of natural cosmos in
order to come to know the causes
and control . (21)

As for the creation of the universe
and man, the epics and legends have
produced some differences in
viewpoints, especially with regard to
the creation of man and his Creator
God. Once we see that god Enlil is
the creator of the universe and man
while at another time we see Enki or
Murdoch is the creator of the
universe and man. These differences
and contradictions in opinion may
be due to the difference in
environmental and climatic
conditions, especially between the
northern region of Iraq, where life is
based on the rain of a volatile nature
and sedimentary plain in the south,
where agricultural life is best on the
river water and the canals and
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as Egypt, where we see differences
in the ideas and practices of these
special gods lIragi gods are less than
the number of Egyptian and they
have fictitious fictional character in
addition to the fact that the system
of the gods of Irag is distinguish
from the Egyptian in its being a
belief based on a real distinct god
and the lragi gods did not take the
names of each other and each of the
followers and places where they are
worshiped independently .(26)

After discussing in this research the
most prominent lragi gods and
characteristics and origins in the
period leading up to the entry of the
element of the island (Sami) to the
country of Mesopotamia | see the
need to address some aspects of
religious thought and the prospects
of the Akkadin, those islanders who
were able thanks, to their strength
and their patience and the
intelligence of their leader Sargon
Akkadian,to establishment of the
largest empire known in ancient
history whose, borders reached to
the Mediterranean, Afghanistan,
Anatolia and other areas of the
ancient world.

As it progresses, it is very difficult
to distinguish between the elements
of Sumerian and Islean religion
because religion in general was
characterized by multiple gods. Each

138

2020 ud @‘)Jl Sl

The myth of the Sumerian flood
included three main themes: the
creation of man and the descent of
the kingdom from heaven and its
setting in five cities and the third
was flood. As for the subject of
human creation, the reference to it
was incidental because it is
attributed to the main god in the
council, namely, Anu, Wanilil,
Wanki and Nankar Sak.The animals
are kept in different sizes as well as
animals with four accessories for
easy .(24)

We conclude from the foregoing of
these legends the difference in the
determination of the Creator of man.
So its once attributed to god Enlil
and once to Enki or a group of other
gods while remembering the legend.
The creation of the Babylonian
legend of creation mentions Marukh
as Creator of man. However, the
main reason that made the lragi gods
serve man and as stated in most of
the writings and legends related to
this matter is to serve god either in
agriculture or grazing livestock or
even channels and the construction
of temples and offerings and other
things.(25)

It is noted that there are similarities
and differences in religious beliefs
in the ancient world when compared
to the old Iraqgi religion with some
religions of the ancient world, such
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maintained their respect for the god
and obeyed them. The old Iraqi
believed that there were rituals that
can not be performed by anyone
other than the king, so there must be
someone who expresses the will of
god. Thus the Sumerians and the
Akkadain agreed that the king is the
one who can perform this task
alone.(28)

Of course, the island gods embodied
the natural phenomena in addition to
the existence of a kind of division of
labor between the gods in havens
where each has its own work and the
importance of god is related to the
Importance and presence and
function within the universe, which
decides its role and influence in the
council god. (29)

The reign of the states of the cities
of Sumerian and earlier was the god
Ano at the top of the compound of
the Akkadian God and was named
the Lord who walks the people and
decides the destinies and then comes
also the God Enlil, which recalls the
legends that was the reason to
eliminate the Akkadian dynasty after
the desecration of Nram the
grandson of Sargon for his worship
at Nezar Merz God Enlil And the
Center The main religion among all
the ancient cities of Rafidah, which
was also left at the head of the
compound of the Iraqi goddess until
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god has his own function and natural
power as each city has its own god
and this god has become, over time,
the leaders of other gods in the
region.(27)

The islanders may have left some of
their old concepts and borrowed new
Sumerian concepts after mixing with
them, but they did not deny their old
gods, rathe rthey merged it with the
Sumerian gods so that the religious
concepts became appropriate to their
nature and beliefs. Thus, the
islanders have placed the religion in
an island form, while retaining the
ancient traditions that they inherited
from the Sumerians.

It was as a result of this confusion
between the Sumerian and the Isle
god that there was a great affinity
between them and it is noted on all
the Sumerian island gods that there
was a great affinity between them
and noted that all the Sumerian and
Islean gods that they have one wife
while the Ugaric gods, for example,
were characterized by polygamy and
immortality. The Akkadian religion
also bears a deep sense of the
personality of the god, so that he has
great power and absolute control
over the human beings, the state and
the land, and the allocation of
everything to him and his
perception, as he is present
everywhere, and thus they have
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center Vital to all aspects of
civilization and life in the city ,
where residents gather around the
worship of the god . (32)
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